


This i s s u e  of t he  conta ins  a v a r i e t y  
of sub j ec t s ,  This  i s  i n  order  s i n c e  most of t h e  
last i s s u e  (March) was devoted to t h e  doc t r i ne  of 
t h e  A n t i c h r i s t ,  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h e r e  were a number 
of favorab le  comments received from our r eade r s  
r e l a t i v e  t o  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  This  aga in  demonstrates 
t h a t  conserva t ive  Lutherans do read and app rec i a t e  
reviews of t h e i r  confess iona l  he r i t age .  Me r e f e r  
our readers  t o  a couple of c o r r e c t i o n s  on t h e  back 
page of t h i s  i s sue .  

W e  begin t h i s  i s s u e  wi th  t h e  sermon preached 
by t he  e d i t o r  a t  t h e  funeral. of t he  l a t e  Pas tor  
Bruce Bes t e rve l t ,  who graduated from Bethany Semi- 
nary i n  3999 and was se rv ing  O u r  Savior Lutheran 
Church, Naples, F lo r ida ,  a t  t he  t i m e  of h i s  dea th .  

Also, i n  t h i s  i s s u e  is  an i n t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e  
by Pas tor  Craig Ferkenstad showing how Wittenberg, 
t h e  s e a t  of Lutheranism, and a k ing ' s  p o l i t i c s  
a f f ec t ed  a church 's  l i t u r g y .  The h i s t o r i c a l  record 
on which t h i s  a r t i c l e  is  based has  t h e  t i t l e  
"About God's Serv ice  Lw The Church." 

Pas tor  Adolph Warstad is  back with another  
major con t r ibu t ion  under t h e  t i t l e  OUT OF HER PAST. 
This p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t i o n  underscores  what a d i s c e m -  
i n g  theologian of  a sister synod a t  t h a t  time once 
t o l d  h i s  c l a s s  about t h i s  merger amongst the  Norwe- 
gian Lutherans,  v i z ,  that i t  was "brought about by 
methods which cannot s tand t h e  l i g h t  of day," 
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We a l s o  p r e s e n t  a b r i e f  c r i t i q u e  by P a s t o r  
John Moldstad, Jr . ,  of  a n  a r t i c l e  by P r o f e s s o r  
J .  Reumann i n  which t h e  a u t h o r  examines t h e  
Augsburg Confess ion,  u s i n g  contemporary hesme- 
n e u t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  B i b l e ,  

P lans  a r e  b e i n g  made f o r  o u r  annual  Refox- 
mation l e c t u r e s  which w i l l  be he ld  October 28-29 
h e r e  on t h e  Bethany campus, The lecturer will be 
D r .  Raymond Surburg,  p r o f e s s o r  a t  Coneordia 
Seminary, F o r t  Wayne, Ind iana .  H i s  t o p i c ;  
"Luther and t h e  Chr i s to logy  of t h e  Old Testament , ' "  
More on t h i s  l a t e r .  
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In  Memory of 

PASTOR BRUCE BESTEKVELT* 
September 15,  1938 - March 6 ,  1982 

Text: "Father,  I w i l l  t h a t  they a l s o ,  ~ h ~ m  thou 
h a s t  given me, be wi th  me where 1 a m ;  tha t  
they may behold my g lo ry ,  which thou hast 
given me:  f o r  thou l o v e s t  m e  before t h e  
foundation of t h e  worPdeW (John 119:34) 

I n  C h r i s t  J e sus ,  dea r ly  bereaved members of the 
Bruce Bes t e rve l t  family,  Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, and f r i ends :  Grace be unto you and peace 
from God our  Father  and from our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus  Chr i s t .  Amen 

It is wi th  mixed e m ~ t i o n s  t h a t  w e  are gathered 
here  today. Our h e a r t s  a r e  bowed down wi th  g r i e f  
over t h e  l o s s  of a beloved husband, f a t h e r ,  b ro the r ,  
and f a i t h f u l  pa s to r .  Death, even when expected, 
b r ings  sorrow and leaves  h e a r t s  b ru ised  and b leed-  
i n g ,  Even our b lessed  Saviour wept a t  the death of 
h i s  f r i e n d ,  Eazarus. It would be unna tura l  i f  we 
d i d  no t  weep over t he  l o s s  of our loved ones.  But 
t h e r e  are t i m e s  when dea th  is  welcomed as an ange l  
of mercy and c e r t a i n l y  t h a t  was t h e  ca se  with our 
departed one. A s  w e  watched h i s  body slowly de- 
t e r i o r a t e ,  w e  breathed a s i g n  of r e l i e f  when t h e  
Lord f i n a l l y  c a l l e d  him t o  Himself, 

*(This sermon was preached by P re s iden t  W e  Petersen  
a t  t he  f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e  f o r  Pas to r  Bes t e rve l t  a t  Our 
Savior  Lutheran Church, Naples, F lo r ida ,  on 
March 9,  1982.) 
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I am pleased Ltlat I a r r i v e d  i n  hay les  in. time 
t o  s e e  P a s t o r  B e s t e r v e l t  b e f o r e  he d i e d ,  t c  m i n i s t e r  
t o  him, and t o  b id  him f a r e w e l l .  The Past prayer  
t h a t  he  prayed was probably t h e  f i r s t  one t h a t  he 
l e a r n e d  i n  h i s  chi ldhood,  

"Now 1 l a y  me down t o  s l e e p  
1 p r a y ,  Thee, Lord my s o u l  t o  keep 
If  1 s l ~ o u l ~ t  d i e  b e f o r e  I wake 
1 p r y  I"ilre, Lo rd ,  my s o u l  t o  t a k e . "  

That p r a y e r  was answered a few hours  l a t e r  when 
t h e  Lord c a l l e d  h i m  t o  h i s  e t e r n a l  home. 

Many prayems ascended t h e  th rone  of g race  i n  
P a s t o r  B e s t e r v e l t g s  behalf  d u r i n g  h i s  b a t t l e  w i t h  
cancer  -- p r a y e r s  f o r  h i s  recovery - p r a y e r s  t h a t  hc 
be given s t r e n g t h  t o  bear  h i s  a f f l i c t i o n  - p r a y e r s  
t h a t  he b e  preserved i n  t h e  f a i t h  - p r a y e r s  ghat  he  
be g ran ted  a p e a c e f u l  d e a t h .  The Lord answered 
those  p r a y e r s ,  though i t  was n o t  h i s  w i l l  t o  g r a n t  
him a p h y s i c a l  recovery and we humbly bow t o  t h a t  
w i l l .  From our  t e x t  we l e a r n  t h a t  our  Lord a l s o  
prayed f o r  Bruce and i r o n i c a l l y  t h i s  p rayer  was f u l -  
f i l l e d  i n  h i s  d e a t h  a s  i s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  every 
C h r i s t i a n  who d i e s  i n  t h e  f a i t h .  

Our t e x t  i s  taken  from t h e  1 7 t h  c h a p t e r  of S t .  
John 's  Gospel,  which i s  known a s  ~ h r i s t ' s  High 
P r i e s t l y  Prayer .  "Father ,  I w i l l  t h a t  they  a l s o ,  
whom thou h a s t  g iven  me, be w i t h  me where I am; 
t h a t  they behold my g l o r y ,  which thou h a s  g iven  m e :  
f o r  thou l o v e s t  me b e f o r e  t h e  foundat ion of t h e  
world." "Those whom thou h a s t  g iven me'' a r e  those  
whom t h e  F a t h e r  from e t e r n i t y ,  ou t  of p u r e  g r a c e ,  
has  chosen t o  be h i s  c h i l d r e n .  S t .  Pau l  reminds u s  
t h a t  God "hath saved u s ,  and c a l l e d  u s  an ho ly  c a l l -  
i n g ,  n o t  accord ing  t o  o u r  works, bu t  accord ing  t o  
h i s  own purpose and g r a c e ,  which was g iven  u s  i n  
C h r i s t  J e s u s  b e f o r e  t h e  world began,'"(iiT 'Tim P : 4 )  

- 2 -  

In  t h e  words preced ing  our  t e x t  we l e a r n  t h a t  
Jesus prayed f o r  h i s  immediate d i s c i p l e s  and f o r  a l l  
b e l i e v e r s  t o  t h e  end of tFme who would b e  brought t o  
f a i t h  through t h e i r  word, "Nei ther  p ray  I f o r  t h e s e  
al.onne, bu t  f o r  them a l s o  which s h a l l  b e l i e v e  on m e  
through t h e i r  word, " 

T h i s  p r a y e r ,  t o o ,  was f u l f i l l e d .  Not only w a s  
B r u c e  brought t o  f a i t h ,  bu t  h e  ws also permi t t ed  
t o  p roc la im that same s a v i n g  word. That was h i s  
d e s i r e ;  t h a t  is why he chose  t o  s t u d y  f o r  t h e  min- 
i s t r y  l a t e r  i n  life. H e  was b l e s s e d  w i t h  a w i f e  
who was v e r y  s~spgorc ive  of t h i s  decisiola and was 
w i l l i n g  ts nake sac r i f i c e s  i n  order to f u l f i l l  t h a t  
goal .  And when Bruce was cal l -ed t o  Naples t h e r e  
was no ho ld ing  him back, Cancer or  pro cancer  he  
was dewermined t o  go, lie b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  Lord 
had work f o r  him t o  do i n  t h i s  congxegat ion,  Though 
h i s  m i n i s t r y  was b r i e f ,  the  b l e s s ings  of h i s  m i n i s t r y  
a r e  e v i d e n t  and abundant,  f o r  which w e  thank and 
p r a i s e  our  g r a c i o u s  God. The Lord used h i s  a f f l i c -  
t i o n  t o  go about  h i s  m i n i s t r y  w i t h  z e a l  and a s e n s e  
af urgency and he was emboldened t o  w i t n e s s  t o  many 
w i t h  t h e  s a v i n g  Gospel of C h r i s t .  Y e s ,  i t  i s  d i f -  
f i c u l t  t o  unders tand why t h e  Lord permi t t ed  t e r m i n a l  
il.%saass t o  come t o  t h i s  t a l e n t e d ,  d e d i c a t e d  s e r v a n t .  
From the  human p e r s p e c t i v e  he ivqs n e 4 p . t  ss u a d l y  
here  a t  Our S a v i o r ' s ,  W e  may eve.- bc -%*p ted  t o  
q u e s t i o n  the wisdom s f  God, bu t  i r r  oun b e ~ i l d e r m e n t  
CC$T"PS t h e  q u i e t  answer,  "Be s t i l l ,  and icnczw t h a t  I 
am GOB*" ( P s ,  46 : lo)  And aga in :  "My l ~ h ~ ~ l g h t s  a r e  
%far V Q I ~ ~  e%roughts, ameizher a r e  your ways my ways, 
sa~:F t h e  Lord,  For as the heavens -2xk than  
t h e  earth, s o  are  my ways h igher  than 

5 
-..* 2 d r r u  fiv t i l ~ g 3 ~ s  than  y i ~ r ~ r  L h ~ ~ g h t ~  - " 9 9) 
En yonder l i f e  w e  w i l l  see and und- z :;-.tnrS t h e  rea -  
son ,  b u t  i n  t h e  meantime w e  t a k e  - - -mr-r ,  ir--sR-. ' ng 
t h a t  "al l  t h i n g s  work t o g e t b . 2 ~  f o r  2 :.: LC u r e m  t h a t  
l o v e  God, t o  them who a r e  t h e  c a $ l ~ d  .: _ C I P  ~ I L I ~  to 
h i s  purpose " (Rom. 8 : 28) 
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CC$T"PS t h e  q u i e t  answer,  "Be s t i l l ,  and icnczw t h a t  I 
am GOB*" ( P s ,  46 : lo)  And aga in :  "My l ~ h ~ ~ l g h t s  a r e  
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-..* 2 d r r u  fiv t i l ~ g 3 ~ s  than  y i ~ r ~ r  L h ~ ~ g h t ~  - " 9 9) 
En yonder l i f e  w e  w i l l  see and und- z :;-.tnrS t h e  rea -  
son ,  b u t  i n  t h e  meantime w e  t a k e  - - -mr-r ,  ir--sR-. ' ng 
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l o v e  God, t o  them who a r e  t h e  c a $ l ~ d  .: _ C I P  ~ I L I ~  to 
h i s  purpose " (Rom. 8 : 28) 



Our t e x t  c o n t i n u e s :  " t h a t  they  nay behold my 
g l o r y ,  which thou h a s  g iven  me: f o r  thou l o v e s t  
m e  b e f o r e  t h e  founda t ion  of t h e  wor ld , "  Before t h e  
world w a s  made t h e  e t e r n a l  Son of God shared  i n  the 
g l o r y  of the  Faiher i n  heaven. When sill e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  world and d e a t h  a s  i t s  t e r r i b l e  consequence,  
God i n  h i s  wondrous l a v e  promised and l a t e r  s e n t  h i s  
Son i n t o  t h e  world t o  redeem t h e  w o r l d ,  Lu the r  has  
summed it up v e r y  s t s i k i n g L y  i n  h i s  t r e a s u r e d  hymn, 
"Dear C h r i s t i a n s ,  One all Rejo ice . "  

"Then God beheld  my wretched s t a t e  
W i t h  deep conmisera t  i o n ;  

We though t  upon H i s  mercy g rea t ,  
And wel l e J  my s u ~ ~ i ' s  s a l v a t  ion  ; 

He t u r n e d  to me a F a t h e r ' s  h e a r t ;  
Not smal l  t h e  c o s t :  t o  h e a l  my sinart, 

H e  gave H i s  b e s t  and d e a r e s t .  

H e  s p s G 2  LZ H i s  beloved Son: 
' T i 5  t i i r t ;  t o  tahd compassiirn: 

i t l  1 n c . i ~  : y , ~ ,  l j r i g h t  \ Je tge l  o f  my carom, 
And bring tc) man s a l v a t i o n ;  

Z7rt.m sin a n d  so r row s e t  hkrr! f ree ,  
Slay bitter death f o r  h i m ,  t h a t  he 
May I : v 2 with T h e e  f o r e v e r .  '' 

(Lutheran Hymnary 526 v P  s 3-4)  

During t h i s  L e n t e n  season we a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  r e -  
minded of t h e  tremerldous p r i c e  which our  Saviottr 
p a i d  f o r  our  redempt ion .  "Not w i t h  go ld  o r  s i l v c r ,  
b u t  w i t h  h i s  ho ly  p r e c i o u s  blood and w i t h  h i s  inno- 
c e n t  s u f f e r i n g s  and dea th . "  Because of  his s u f f e r -  
i n g ,  d e a t h ,  and r e s u r r e c t i o n  he h a s  tu rned  d e f e a t  
i n t o  v i c t o r y ,  s u f f e r i n g  i n t o  g l o r y ,  and d e a t h  i n t o  
l i f e .  Yes, H e  "hath abo l i shed  d e a t h ,  and h a t h  
brought  l i f e  and i n m o r t a l i t y  t o  l i g h t  through t h e  
gospe l . "  (11 Tim. 1:10)  J e s u s  s a y s ,  "1 a m  t h e  
r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  and t h e  l i f e :  he t h a t  b e l i e v e t h  i n  
me, though he were dead ,  ye t  s h a l l  he l i v e :  And 
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t ~ h u s o e v e ~  11 de;_j't a k r d  b e l i e \  ~ L I I  i l s k  ~ : ; ~ ~ j l  irnr;ver 
d ( J w n l n  IIL:/-5,23: YJCJ :%JL L i l d  L 3  X~Y~P;LTKI 

a ie&i* $&L (-3 kcl.<:i)~. L- 10 t u r ~ k  LULJ a i ~ k  &> i an  
b c ~ a i ~  ~ r e ~ L a K i . 2  w e k h  iht i%p,~lgd~l; 2 e u ;  , ''a 
8;1cc~~h, &here is tie+$ ~ ~ ~ i i ~ & ~  J~ F~~ ~ V L  irhaid;k- ra thy 
. The s l r n g  J L  dcaL:: A Y  d l s n ,  ~ B J  Lb,s, 

s~;eerigCTi o i  s i - r  ie; &he t aw ,  Ads_ Lb e J  God, 
w i ~ i c h  give el^ a s  rike ~ b . .  e j ~ j  ~i 4, ~ j x k  O.JL L-L,: J e s u s  
,i1u2ac, '' ii CoL 1-2 J; 3 : ) )  

L X L S . ~  ~ k h ~ ' g r  :;idJ b b k a ~ P d  ntiS/ G A  4 ,  - y . L . u ;1Q d a r t  
in P r f  2 4ud i . n l  dex ~ i : .  s CJ LLGVJ " a  % a : n k L  ~ L L  z 1- i n g s  
e\b% t h i s  aivesenx- t-time are .&at ~ i o r ~ b ~  t a  be compared 
w i ~ k  the g % o ~ y  wtlicsh shall be revealed i n  usug 
(koa, $:P8& a-rrd k s  believe t h a t  ''sup IIglnL a f f l i c -  
cioa, which I s  Lts t  fax a asslliesl~, u o L k e t % ~  f o r  US a 
L d c  more exccedfng and e e e ~ r a a l  hlueigP,a; OX glouy- . . . 
ij- ,E k ~ u w  Lhdr i f  0 3 ~  easthPy housc uf  this taber- 
a~.,, . ,rG disslsPved,  we "have a bui$dP.fig u f  God, an 
~ U L ~ S  x ~ o i   ad^ ~ n i . l  tsa nafids, E Z L E L L X ~ P  ~ P L  t h e  heavens ,  " 
Becaase o t  ih~fst's sufferings i a  s ~ r  stead we have 
been spd-t'ed the  sdfferbaug w h i s t 1  we j u s t l y  deserved 
and Me can L L Z  f a f ~ l ~  look f~nward LO that e t e r n a l  
g lo ry  which our Saviour shared w i t h  -:he Father  be- 
f o r e  the foundatihsn o f  t h e  wor ld  and Fs&fch he  has  
wan f o r  u s  by his redemptive work, 

In our life i n  the f l e s h  w e  cannot begin t o  corn- 
prehend what t h i s  g lory  w i l l  be like. %ye ha th  
n o t  seen, nos e a r  heard,  n e i t h e r  have en te red  i n t o  
the h e a r t  of man, t h e  t h ings  which God ha th  prepared 
f o r  them t h a t  love  him,'"(I Cop, %:9)  "Beloved, 
now are w e  t he  sons of God, and i t  doth  no t  y e t  
appear what we s h a l l  be: but  w e  know t h a t ,  when he 
s h a l l  appear ,  we s h a l l  be Pike him; f o r  we s h a l l  see 
him as he is  ." (I John 3 :2) 

The body of our loved one which w a s  s o  merc i less ly  
beaten with cancer ,  and which w i l l  soon be lowered 
i n t o  t h e  grave,  will a r i s e  an t h e  last  day a g l o r i -  
f i e d  body - l i k e  u n t o  t h e  body of Chr i s t  - and be 
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I r e u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e  s o u l  which is  a l r e a d y  en joy ing  
t h e  unending b l i s s  of g l o r y  i n  heaven,  D r .  Walther 
has  b e a u t i f u l l y  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  d e a t h  of a  C h r i s t i a n  
i n  t h e s e  words: "A b l e s s e d  yea r  i n  which he  d i e s  
who h a s  a  Sav io r !  It i s  t h e  y e a r  of h i s  t r u e  b i r t h ;  
i t  i s  t h e  yea r  i n  which he  c e l e b r a t e s  h i s  wedding; 
i t  is  t h e  t r u l y  a c c e p t a b l e  y e a r  of t h e  Lord,  t h e  
e t e r n a l  y e a r  of j u b i l e e ,  i n  which a l l  h i s  lamenta- 

1 t i o n s  w i l l  s i n k  i n t o  e v e r l a s t i n g  s i l e n c e .  Then a t  
l a s t  w i l l  h e  t a k e  h i s  ha rp  from t h e  wi l lows of 
g r i e f ,  e n c i r c l e  h i s  brow w i t h  t h e  never- fading 
f lowers  of s p r i n g ,  and s i n g  and p l a y  w i t h  a n g e l i c  
c h o i r s  f o r e v e r  and e v e r  t h e  new song t o  God and t o  

1 t h e  Lamb." We thank and p r a i s e  o u r  g r a c i o u s  God, 
no t  o n l y  f o r  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  which he h a s  prepared 
i n  h i s  Son and which h e  s o  f r e e l y  and g r a c i o u s l y  
o f f e r s  and bestows upon u s  through t h e  means of  
g r a c e ,  b u t  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  p rayer  of t h e  Saviour  " t h a t  
they may behold my g lo ry"  h a s  been f u l f i l l e d  i n  
Bruce 's  d e a t h .  We r e j o i c e  and t a k e  comfort  i n  t h i s .  
There fo re  we do n o t  sorrow a s  o t h e r s  which have no 
hope,  f o r  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  J e s u s  d i e d  and r o s e  a g a i n  
and t h a t  h e  was d e l i v e r e d  f o r  o u r  o f f e n s e s  and 
r a i s e d  a g a i n  f o r  our  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  
we might be w i t h  him and s h a r e  i n  h i s  g l o r y .  

T h i s  d e a t h  is  a  reminder of  our  own d e a t h .  
Though w e  may n o t  have t e r m i n a l  c a n c e r ,  we a r e  a l l  
t e r m i n a l ;  i t  i s  j u s t  a  q u e s t i o n  of w h e h  where, 
and how. May i t  be a  reminder t o  u s  " to  number our  
days  t h a t  we may app ly  our  h e a r t s  u n t o  wisdom," t h e  
wisdom of p u t t i n g  our  t r u s t  i n  t h e  a t o n i n g  merits 
of o u r  Saviour  and u s i n g  t h e  Word and Sacrament 
through which t h e  b l e s s i n g  of C h r i s t ' s  redempt ive  
work a r e  brought t o  and bestowed on u s  s o  t h a t  t h i s  
same p rayer  of our  Saviour  may be  f u l f i l l e d  i n  our  
d e a t h .  And when our  end comes may w e  t o o  be a s s u r e d  
t h a t  our  S a v i o u r ' s  p r a y e r  " t h a t  they  may behold my 
g lo ry"  a l s o  be f u l f i l l e d  i n  u s .  I n  t h e  meantime 
l e t  our  p r a y e r  b e  t h a t  which meant s o  much t o  him 
and which he prayed many t i m e s  h i s  l a s t  days :  
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'"EL m e  depar t  %his life 
Confiding i n  my Savior; 

Do Thou a;!y sou l  xeee3 ve 
That  i t  ntay live fore%~ex-; 

A.x2$ l e ~  my body have 
A q u i e t  resging-place 

k i t h i n  a Ghgistfan grave; 
And let f & sdeep in peace, '' 

(Lu~heran Hymnal 395 v, 7) 

~ L B G . ;  Rabert Bruce Bes te r~ ie l~  was born sa-8 SepCera- 
-,a -*- - " 

be%: 15, 1938 i n  Kalamazso, Mir:&fgan ts Nyron 
and Ls~her Besterve3$ze He grew up i n  Nor th  Hxlskcr- 
gJn, Michigan 2nd at tended and graduated from North 
k-2kiski:6=;a WS.gh SehcPcjl, Be ,.ttendeA 242c:higan S t a g e  
3zjlvessit:p and received h i s  Bachelor nE Science 
Degree 1962 in Electr ical  Engineering- 

P r c a  1962-1969, he was e-%wpl..oysd i-a t h e  A4emr~space 
~ B ~ L ~ I - S  :B r-y bodh dn  I he LQS &nge%es area and a t  NASA, 
i;la%sZq2, Texas, From 11669-1972, he was a District 
.Lepresengative for A& I n  Friendswood, Texas, I n  
$972 he enkered Bethany 1,utheroan College i n  Mankato 
t:o d s  h i s  pre-seminary studies, %n 1975 he e n r o l l e d  

1s 33 c L  hany I18-tk$egaa Semlnafy and rec~ived h i s  Master 
L$ Di-x?in+i-g i n  1979, Re served as a vicar  a t  Mount 
i in:.. LuP-tlcrz~n Church I n  5anka t ; r~  and a l s o  : ~ s  ass is -  

i - z a ~ i l  ;astoy fag one yeas, H e  scceg"&d a :-all to 
~sr.%:-ve OUT Savior  k,u$beraa Church, Naples,  Florida, 
4nd w a s  i n a k a % l e d  i n  June 1980, 

P a s t i ~ r  Best:ervel~ died on March s i x t h  following a 
L a g t h y  iPLness, Funeral services were conducted at 

vnsr &ur%leran Church, Naples, Flo r ida  on March 
and he was bur ied  in Naples  Memorial Gardens, 

Pascc8r Bestervf3lt is sumived  by h i s  wife, June, 
x:ua daughters, T e r r i  sf Naples, and Jo Ann (Mrs, 
~'homas Detersen) and one grandson, Benjamin, of 

E &nka&o, Minnesota; h i s  mother, Mrs, Esther  Beseer- 
ireit of I4uskegon, Michigan and two si.sters, Barbara 
i~ica%lisCer sf Ferndale ,  Michigan and Marcia Bjerre- 
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- 6 -  

'"EL m e  depar t  %his life 
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A.x2$ l e ~  my body have 
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k i t h i n  a Ghgistfan grave; 
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-,a -*- - " 
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.Lepresengative for A& I n  Friendswood, Texas, I n  
$972 he enkered Bethany 1,utheroan College i n  Mankato 
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i - z a ~ i l  ;astoy fag one yeas, H e  scceg"&d a :-all to 
~sr.%:-ve OUT Savior  k,u$beraa Church, Naples,  Florida, 
4nd w a s  i n a k a % l e d  i n  June 1980, 
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i~ica%lisCer sf Ferndale ,  Michigan and Marcia Bjerre- 



"ABOUT GOD'S SERVICE I N  THE CHURCH9' 

P a r t  I :  Lutheranism Comes t o  Denmark and Norway 

The y e a r  i s  1397. The p l a c e  i s  n o r t h e r n  Europe. 
The e v e n t  i s  t h e  Union of Kalmar i n  which Queen 
Margaret  (widow of King Haakon of  Norway, daugh te r  

of t h e  l a t e  King Valdemar of Denmark, and t h e  
e l e c t e d  Queen of Sweden) proposes  a  common d e f e n s e  
p a c t  and a s i n g l e  monarch f o r  t h e  t h r e e  n a t i o n s .  
T h i s  Union fused t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  n a t i o n s  (espe- 
c i a l l y  t h o s e  of Denmark and Norway) f o r  t h e  coming 
c e n t u r i e s .  

It  i s  because  of t h e  above Union t h a t  t o  unders tand 
t h e  d i r e c t i v e  of  tile C o n s t i t u t i o n  of our  E v a n g e l i c a l  
Lutheran Synod which r e a d s :  

"In o r d e r  t o  p r e s e r v e  u n i t y  i n  l i t u r g i c a l  forms 
and ceremonies,  t h e  Synod recommends t o  i t s  
congrega t ions  t h a t  they  u s e  t h e  Order  of Wor- 
s h i p  based on t h e  Danish-Norwegian l i t u r g y  of 
1685 and agenda of 1688 ..." (Chapter l ,  
Paragraph 4), 

w e  must look  no t  merely t o  Norway but  a l s o  t c 2  Den- 
mark, and e s p e c i a l l y  t o  Copenhagen, t h e  s e a t  of t h e  
monarchy. 

A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  Reformation,  King C h r i s t i a n  I1 
re igned  on t h e  t h r o n e  a t  Copenhagen. He was t h e ;  

nephew of t h e  E l e c t o r  of Saxony and t h e  brother- in-  
law of Emperor Char les  V of t h e  Holy Roman Empire. 
King C h r i s t i a n  X I  gave p u b l i c  suppor t  t o  L u t h e r ' s  
t e a c h i n g s ;  however, h i s  s i n c e r i t y  h a s  o f t e n  been 
ques t ioned .  It would appear  t h a t  t h e  King found 
t h e  R e f o r m a ~ i o n  t imes  t o  be  " t h e  longed-for 

oppsrtarni tq,  t c  ex%eod 311s ~ { I - W P ~  .it t *nit e ~ j ~ ~ o b ~ e  of 
the c le rgy"  (Gjerset, g ,  L044]. " x r i x g  I:ttvi.;-f.~an 
t h e  ~ r u e l " h a t t 2 t ~ p " t d  'Lo benetit frrir~a~ tiif ReEl,rma- 
t i o n ,  even making an unsuecessfu$ ahCem$r  t o  impose 
it. upon h i s  srlbjeces 87 force ,  t S h s  re3 gu t:;taded i n  
$523 when r e b e l l i o n  I n  Sweders. l e d  I t r p  tiikae n d t i o n t s  
i-air$epemdense an18 the Kings s F ! i gI?t to GL. rilidr., y where 
h e  heard &rtisa I ,u%%^B~T preack~ 2 1  F i * ~t*iike')a '' - lix%d 
tiad kjec%s~r;ie esnx~erted t o  his tirsr:r 9-imae , b-ftt fo r  p o l i -  
t tr- a1 Pzasons he renounced 'hi s 3 i%itX-ner ,;?I "rd r t- h and 
reeurned $;a the  bosom of %he < d% ho i t -  a;r~ilx<:h" 
QGjerset, p, E 2 S j ,  

His successor  was h i s  aancl-e, Frederick,  Drtke of 
H o l s t e i n .  King F r e d e r i c k  encouraged the  Reforma- 
r i m ;  even g r an t i ng  r e l i g i o u s  t o l e r a t i o n  f o r  Denmark 
-in 1527 .  I n  H o r w a y  t h e  Refaarmation a l s o  was s e c r e t l y  
en$:c~~~raged by t h e  k ing;  even though t h e  c h a r t e r  he  
s P garcd w i t h  Noway whew he ascended t o  t he  t h r o n e  
" ' s p c i f i e d  that tfne king should p r o t e c t  the C a t h o l i c  
Church, i ts  teachings, r i g h t s ,  and p r i v i l e g e s g '  
( ~ j e r s e t ,  p ,  1 1 9 ) ,  

In 1533 when t h e  C o ~ ~ n c i P  assembled t o  elect  a new 
k i n g ,  one of t h e  q u e s t i o n s  they faced was t h e  de- 
t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  f u t u r e  r e l i g i o r l  i n  Denmark. The 
c a n d i d a t e s  were C h r i s t i a n ,  the  o l d e s t  son of Fred- 
e r i c k  and suppor ted  by t h e  n o b i l i t y ;  and Hans, a 
younger son of F r e d e r i c k  who was suppor ted  by a 
s t r o n g  C a t h o l i c  p a r t y ,  C i v i l  War, k n o m  as t h e  
"Count's War" ensued.  C h r i s t i a n  emerged v i c t o r i o u s  
b u t  f aced  g r e a t  f i n a n c i a l  d i s t r e s s ,  In 1536, when 
h e  became King of  Denmark, the D i e t  of  Copenhagen 
c o n f i s c a t e d  the  Roman C a t h o l i c  w e a l t h  and decreed 
t h e  n a t i o n  t o  be Lutheran as t h e  Reformation was 
r a p i d l y  advancing,  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  i n  1537, 
d e s p i t e  c ~ n s j l d e r a b l e  o p p o s i t i o n ,  Lutheranism was 
a l s o  made the  r e l i g i o n  of Nomays 

A few wards h e r e  a r e  call led f o r  r e g a r d i n g  King 
C h r i s t i a n  1 x 1 ,  A s  a young man he a t t e n d e d  t h e  D i e t  
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of  Worms. H e  was a r i e < ~ u ~ e d  s t ~ t d e n t  or t h e  B i t J e  
and was we41 versed i n  LheoJsgy, Together w i t h  
Queen D o r o t h e a ,  he  was a devoted Lutherarr, We 
used t he  German Iangi~age excIus i~7e ly  a s  he never 
learned t o  s p e a k  Danish and he never v i s i t e d  Norway 
during his r e i g n  ( G ~ e r s e t ,  p. i 4 1  & 1 4 7 ) .  

Lutheranistn was rrlos~ I he B t? l 8 g i i t f l  of t h e  re"eaL~n, A 
need ex i s t ed  ~ O B  it11 { l r d ~ r  rli Serv ice  corresponding 
t o  the f a i t h ,  King @far i s t i an  11% turned t o  t h e  
E l ec to r  of Saxony f o r  a i d .  He requested t o  "borrow" 
Jottalln Bugenhagen and P h i l i p  Mdanchthon t o  es tab-  
l i s h  t h e  ncw church,  T h e  men c0u1d no t  be  spared 
and were no t  s e n t ,  O f  n e c e s s i t y ,  King C h r i s t i a n  
then appointed a  committee of h i s  own men t o  w r i t e  
t he  Order o f  Service  (Likness ,  p. 4 1 1 ,  

I t  i s  n o t  surprising t h a t  t h e  Order o f  Serv ice  
which xaow was w r i t t e n  i n  Denmark had s t r i k i n g  s i m i -  
l a r i t i e s  with  Lu the r ' s  German Mass, A form of 
Lu the r ' s  s e r v i c e  had been publ ished and used i n  
Denmark f o r  nea r ly  t e n  yea r s  -- s ince  1528. It had 

j u s t  been r ep r in t ed  i n  1535 (Anderson, p. 4 ) .  

The Order of  Service being completed, t h e  king 
persona l ly  made some changes,  and then s e n t  i t  t o  
Mart in  Luther.  Luther ,  toge ther  wi th  o the r  the-  
o log ians  a t  Wittenberg,  gave h i s  approval  t o  t h e  
s e r v i c e .  I n  1537 when Luther made h i s  r ep ly ,  Bugen- 
hagen a l s o  finally was able t o  come t o  Denmark. He 
came f o r  t h e  purpose of crowning t h e  King and Queen. 
While i n  Denmark, Bugenhagen toge ther  with  t h e  King 
s tud i ed  t h e  Order of  Serv ice ;  making a  few changes 
i n  i t .  They a l s o  made a major add i t i on  of e i g h t  
"appendices." This  was neces s i t a t ed  as t h i s  docu- 
ment, which w a s  t o  become known as t h e  Ordinance of 
1537, concen~ed  no t  on2.y the Order of Serv ice ,  bu t  

a l s o  s t i p u l a t i o n s  regarding church goverment  
( l i k n e s s ,  p. 411." 

The Ordinance of 1537 went i n t o  f o r c e  under t h e  
t i t l e :  

"BWTMATIB ECCLES IASTICA REGNBRml DWIM 
ET NORMEGIM ET DUCATUUH SEESWPCENSIS 
MBLSATIIPE ETC M N O  DOMIMI FED 
(Rich te r ,  p .  3531, 

It w a s  even tua l ly  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  Danish lang- 
uage and w a s  passed by the D i e t  i n  t h e  year  1539, 

Pare 3: Shortcomings of The Ordinance of 1537 

The Ordinance of I537 r e w i n e d  i n  f o r c e  f a r  nea r ly  
one hundred and f i f t y  yea r s .  Then t h e r e  was 
change. A s  can be seen  from t h e  Appendix, t h e  
change was no t  g r e a t  -- but  neve r the l e s s ,  i t  was 
a change which was brought i n r o  ex i s t ence  by r o y a l  
decree ,  In t h e  opinion s f  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  t h e r e  were 
ewo causes  which i n  p a r t  Led t o  t h e  replacement of 
t h e  Ordinance of 1537. 

The first s f  t h e s e  pertains d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Ordinance 
i t s e l f ,  Aside  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was n e t  ime- 
d i a t e l y  p r in t ed  i n  t h e  Danish language (which a l s o  
was t o  se rve  as the "church language" of Norway), 
$here w a s  a  major hinderanee t o  i ts  use.  The Ordi- 
nance of 1537 "spec i f ied  t he  Order of Serv ice .  /bug 
i t  d i d  not  give t h e  s p e c i f i c  form of each part" 
( ~ i k n e s s ,  p ,  4 2 ) .  The Ordinance i n s t ead  r e f e r ed  t h e  

*This Ordinance f o r  t h e  Danish and Norwegian Churches, 
which w a s  a c t u a l l y  w r i t t e n  i n  Denmark and then  f i n a l -  
i z ed  with  the help  s f  Bugenhagen, has  become c r e d i t e d  
nea r ly  exc lu s ive ly  $0 his pen, Even Luther D. Reed 
speaks of it a s  "prepared by Johan Bugenhagen" 
(Reed, p. 92) .  
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u s e r  t o  o t h e r  works which were a l r e a d y  i n  e x i s t -  
ence .  Hence, even t h e  u s e  of  t h i s  Order o f  S e r v i c e  
d i d  n o t  b r i n g  abou t  u n i f o r m i t y  i n  l i t u r g y ,  With in  
t h e  s p e c i f i e d  a r e a s  t h e r e  was a p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  
g r e a t  v a r i a n c e  and f o r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  u n c l a r i t y ,  

One example of a  s o u r c e  t o  which t h e  u s e r  was 
r e f e r e d  was t h e  9'EncI-riridionf"eeing t r a n s l a t e d  by 
Pede r  P l a d e s  and p u b l i s h e d  i n  1538.  T h i s  work was 
a t r a n s l a t i o n  of  t h e  ' sEnch i r id ionYf  of  Mar t in  L u t h e r ;  
a l o n g  w i t h  a t r a n s l a t i o n  of h i s  works on Baptism 
and m a r r i a g e  (L ikness ,  p .  4 2 ) .  From t h e  above we 
f i n d  t h e  o r i g i n  of forms s t i l l  i n  u s e  i n  t h e  Evan- 
g e l i c a l  Lutheran  Synod, D r ,  B .  W. Teigen w r i t e s  
i n  t h i s  r e g a r d :  "Since t h e  Reformat ion  i n  Denmark 
v e r y  e a r l y  took over Lhese  o r d e r s  of  s e r v i c e  
/mar r i age  and Baptism/ and con t inued  t o  u s e  them - 
t h rough  t h e  c e n t y r i e s ,  t h e y  can ,  i n  l a r g e  p a r t ,  be  
found i n  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  Handbook of t h e  
M i n i s t e r i a l  A c t s ,  E v a n g e l i c a l  Lutheran  Synod, G , A . R .  
G u l l i x s o n ,  e d . ,  ..." (Teigen,  p ,  2 7 ,  f o o t n o t e  9 ) .  

The second cause  wh2r.h i t  would seem l e d  t o  t h e  r e -  
placement o f  ~kBo Ordinance  of 1537 i s  n o t  found i n  
t h e  l i t u r g y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  i n  t h e  Reformat ion  move- 
ment. For the purposes  of  t h i s  paper  we t u r n  t o  
Norway i n  s e e k i n g  t h e  examples ,  "While t h e  k i n g  
and h i s  a s s i s t a n t s  c l l i e f l y  devoted  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  t h e  pecun ia ry  b e n e f i t  which they  might  d e r i v e  
from t h e  sverthx-ow of t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church i n  Norway, 
t h e  r e fo rm movement i tself  w a s  making s low p r o g r e s s "  
( G j e r s e t ,  p, 1361, I n  c i t i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  e v e n t s  
which were expe r i enced  i n  Norway, one f i n d s :  

"The valuabl_es be long ing  t o  t h e  Norwegiari 
churches  and m o n a s t e r i e s  were s e i z e d  and 
c a r r i e d  t o  Denmark, The k i n g  i n s t r u c t e d  
Eske B i l d e  t o  see t o  i t  t h a t  n o t h i n g  was 
removed ' o f  c h a l i c e s ,  p l a t e s ,  mons t r ances ,  
j e w e l s ,  s i l v e r ,  g i l t  t a b l e t s ,  and o t h e r  

such t.fiifig:j w t s i c h  ar2 a.ad weraa i:t l at I . ~ ~ U I ^ L . ~ ~ S  

and i i~onast e,$~s, ?&at 5 $1 a! 3 he k:t-ese~ve:i,  
and t h ~ r e b y  have d u e  caEe fsr  intse$ee& 
and  elfare, are,' I n  a second IeZter he instructs 
Eske &a collect- ka r~ i cCes  OF g h % &  c:q>pez be- 
Isngiiig -&o churches and m.aonast~r%cs, wtlccher 
they be bas r e l i ~ z f ' s ,  cand7es"Leks2 ss tPae l i k e ,  

fsru;%sd them cs ~]~I-~IRYI- ' :> Zi7;4rJ i ) f  

"resei-~~at iioa' was cdrrj Cd L P ; P  i:c f f : r ~ ~ : ) ~ ~ g k  j 7 
that f h ~ r e  were ss-aseel y Iai -~r . ; trf f  i t  T - ~ ~ n f :  .-I$- 

the sacred a r L i  c l  es f o r  the 6:r3zmsu11 Z k~n service. 
Peder Clzus~dn F z i i s  (born 2.543) w s f t ~ s :  "at 
ie is to be regret ted ,  and ir i s  no t  praise- 
worthy, chat at  t h e  time sf  the i n t roduc t ion  s f  
t h e  Evangelical f a i t h  they d id  not only take 
away from t h e  chu~:_.r:hea and ~snaste~ies the ar- 
t ic les  of gold and s i l v e r ,  and ather treasures 
wlli3n*+a were lased i n  the  Cathol ic  s e r ~ u i c e ,  to- 
ge the r  with vestments and o the r  such t h i n g s ,  
b u t  they wantonly dsstxoyed Chfngs from which 
they could derive n s  b e n e f i t ;  t h e y  &ore down 
b u i l d i n g s  and need iess ly  burned valuable books 
and leteers and destroyed the orna-aeries and 
deco~atisnss sf e he ehuxclaes , ~uakiag God ' s 
&souses cheerless and barren,  which they  might 
well have I e f C  undone, nor d i d  they  derive 
and b e n e f i t  therefrom:" "jerset, p e  135-136), 

The a c t u a l  occurrences i n  Norway were of such a 
nature that, beyond t h e  physical  changes the comfnon 
people w e r e  not  d r ama t i ca l l y  affected by t h e  Refor- 
mation. As the Lutheran faith was imposed by royal  
decree; one day a person was o f f i c i a l l y  R o m a n  Cath- 
olic and the nex% he was Lutheran, The  same holds  
f o r  the c l e rgy .  There was no oppsr%uni%y f o r  t r a i n -  
ing  and t h e r e  was n u  supply af Lutheran preachers, 
Lutherans r e p l a c e d  the  Ronaan C a t h o l i c  bishops; but 
beyond t h i s ,  t h e  p r i e s t s  rsn~ained i n  t h e  parishes, 
The f e w  Lu the ran  b i s h o p s  w e r e  unable t o  reach t h e  
major i ty  of the  peop le .  L i t t l e  else was done to 
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i n s t r u c t  t h e  p e o p l e .  I n  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  i t  has 
been s a i d :  The Rer'orrnation was an  " a f f a i r  of  t h e  
s t a t e  t o  which p e o p l e  f i n a l l y  y i e l d e d  a more o r  
l e s s  w i l l i n g  c o n s e n t "  ( G j e r s e t ,  p.  136) .  

The s i t u a t i o n  was such t h a t  t h e  Ordinance of  1537 
d i d  n o t  a c h i e v e  p r a c t i c a l  g a i n s  f o r  t h e  Reforma- 
t i o ~ ; .  The Order  o f  Service remained d i v e r s i f i e d  
a s  i t  had p r i o r  r o  1 5 3 7 .  The Reformat ion  ( a t  Least 
i n  Norway) was n o t  aided t o  t h e  e x t e n t  which ap-- 
p a r e n t l y  would have seemed d e s i r a b l e .  

King C h r i s t i a n  V ,  who r e i g n e d  f rom 1670-1699, 
o b v i o u s l y  fathomed t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  A f t e r  a 
t ime of p r e p a r a t i o n  h e  i s s u e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e c r e e  
i n  1685: 

"Me King C h r i s t i a n  V ,  by God's Grace King o f  
Denmaric and Plorway, t h e  Goths and t h e  Vanda l s ,  
Duke of  S lesv ig  and H o l s t e i n ,  Stormarn and 
Dytmer, Count of Oldenborg and Demnhorst,  

"Make i t  p u b l i c  t o  eve ryone ,  t h a t ,  f o r  some 
t ime  by t h e  Grace of  God we have recommended 
t o  some of  t h e  c h i e f  c l e r g y  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y  
of  Denmark t h a t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
which Danish  law g i v e s ,  t h e y  should  w r i t e  and 
i n t r o d u c e  t o  a l l ,  t h e  ce remonies  o f  God's 
s e r v i c e  and t h e  Church ' s  ce remonies  i n  o u r  
Kingdoms - of - Denmark and Norway . . . /ancr now 
a t  l a s t  - -  / i t /  has r eached  p e r f e c t i o n t h a t  i t  
i s  ready  f o r  o f f i c i a l  p r i n t i n g ;  s o  we command 
you,  a l l  o f  o u r  d e a r  and f a i t h f u l  c i t i z e n s  i n  
o u r  c o u n t r i e s  of  Denmark and Norway, b o t h  
c l e r g y  and l a i t y ,  both i n  t h e  Danish  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  German c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  t h a t  you i n  e v e r y  
way d i r e c t  and keep t h i s  R i t u a l ,  under  s u i t -  
a b l e  punishment.  

"Given a t  our p a l a c e  i n  Copenhagen t h e  twenty- 
f i f t h  of  J u l y ,  s i x t e e n  hundred and e i g h t y - f i v e ,  

and  he sirrz;e*;lrtkl y e a r  st crur reignP' (Mirke 
R i t e : a l ,  p, 3--4),  

The RiruaP o f  168.5 w s s  basically 3 re2ssuawce sf 
the O ~ d i n a n c e  Q L  1537 uitiic;~"ttne y s x t s  regarding 
cku~cin g~ve rnmen t ,  As can be sezn Frun; .%_he appen- 
d i x ,  however, s s m e  chacges w e n s  mat32 .in t h e  serv- 
: E  The Wieua.1 i s  also nsa r ly  idcnedcal w i t h  the 
ezii ifce t i E  E h e  1-ar.f-heran 1!ynmarv t n  1313 ,  T h i s  is as  

---̂ -<"-- ----- 4." 

we31 C; s h s u l d  he, as c u r  F,F1,,3- coi?-sti:t"on recom- 

c n: .-*laJ i t se l f  is specific in b r s  f~prra~ and rubrics T11 ' 

bar  i s  7a::hing i n  muslf:d% s e t ~ f n g s ,  The evaluat ion 
::F :age ~ a . 1 1 ~  W ~ Q  Later was 5-43 sexve  on t he  In ter -  
J u~ k,eran Cc:mtlss$o.w nn Wt'irsbip QIL,cS), was that the 
F-1: was more ''meagre" 1::tan 6Bhe 13rdinance (L$kness, 
-% 431, Ns doubt t h i s  f ee l ing  2s prompted by the V 

amf 3sion i n  t he  R i t u a l  of t h e  I n t r o i t ,  Hal_l.el%rjah, 
-. :..)-I Ca-;sarzssiar~ and Absolut ion , 8ne does, however, 
k l c s * t   hat the R i t u a l  i s  far more r i c h  i n  k i ~ u r g i c a l  

t h a n  " ~ I C S S ~  o f  the E*&"&eran Wymnary in 1913,  

2 t2T3@<i:ul: PR&YEW 
"r:.~.! % 9;c.rvic.e begins  . , , when zhe Deacon -- -- 

-- ' ~ ~ g t ! e r ~ , '  s tands  i n  Z h e  door of t h e  Chancel, - 
0 %  %n cCe middle  of ehe Church, and ~ i t h  a 
l rq. , j  ~ g u i c e  reads as follows: ''0 L ~ f i d !  ~ I Q  
Fta:.~ c2d>4autbled i n  / ~ h  YOWL hou4 g .. ., , 
tef-. u rn  +ix;th&tti, whu i z  btuven . . , " 

6 ,  KYKIE 
"Then the Deacon begins to s ing  ./the ~~rieT." 
(alternatives are provided f o r  the season; 
s t V  p r a m  Christmas u n t i l  the  Purificaeisn of the  

lloly i r i r g i n ' h d  'Yfrom Easter u n t i l  Whitsunday") . 
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8. GLORIA 1N EXCELSIS -- -- - 

"When t h e  Kyr ic  i s  s u n g  t h e  pas tor -  i'_praestrrii, 
facing the A l t a r ,  sings t h e  f i r s t  words  of c h i s  
hymn and then  t l ~ e  congldgat ioo jo i : l s  u n t i l  t h e  
end : 
"AH G l ~ h ~ j  Be Ti) Gcd 0~ H i g k ,  etc .  " - iRq~lliniz0 q #27. - - 

9 .  COLLECrT ". .. tile p a s t o r  s h a l l  t u r n  t o  the  People arid s i n g  
i n  t h e  usual  tone:  
"The kokd Be O l r i X k l  YOU I 
" A f t e r  which t h e  Ciroir responds  : Avid W a h  YoLL'I 
S ) ~ . i h i t  I 
" T h e n  tie tilriis a g a i n  t c  t h e  A l t a r ,  and s i n g s  the  
C o l l e c t  . . 
"The Cho i- r arid Peup i e r espond : Atpien. " 

10. EPISTI,E 
"Then he rirrns a g a i n  Co t h e  P e o p l e  and With t h e  
usua l  t one ,  I o i ~ d i y  s i n g s  t h e  E p i s t l e  [L~ction) . . . 
"T l l c  i . p i 3 t k  W~itteji 6,i hl N .  h p i i t t c  l o  The N.M., 
u f i  " T l r i ,  ! \  ! i Q ? 1 1 .  !9h Ry 
N , N ,  
"and .; i l i ~ s  t h e  el-atisre FCp :st Ze? (Lett i o n )  t o  
t h e  end * ' '  

11. K Y r n  
"when t l l z  i , r j  i y l l a has b c e i ~  read he ~:!ltlrrlbi t o  t h e  
A l t a r  2nd i i x s i  c;J 3f the i l a2be lu j ah  a s h o r t  hymn 
i s  s u n g  w:i ic*i i  r o r r c s i ; ? u d s  to t i l e  fi,pi:i? le  a r d  i s  
f o u n d  in r h e  ilyiitiihook; anti i t  i s  accompani~.il by 
t h e  o rgan ,  i f  d ~ d  wheq t h e y  have i t  ." 

1 2 .  HYMN 
"And thezl: 
"0 Hu&i Gito,:t T O  Ti lee Me PkayJ9 /Figsinc~ry # 3 9 7  A 

( a l t e r n a t i v e s  a re  p rov ided  f o r  t h e  seasons  "from 
Christmas t o  CaridLenas, '' " f  rom E a s t e r  t o  our 
L o r d ' s  Ascens ion ,  " and "on Ascension ~ay") . 

13 .  GOSPEL 
t t  Then t t e  pasrar L ~ I ~ L L  t x n  t o  t h e  FeepLe, and 

wi th  a high a d  loud vofce s l u g s  the  Ccjspel 
with t h i s  beginning: T k i n  Zh The tivLy GohpeR 

ebz By N , N ,  

l o y o u  T i d i n g n  o r  e And Nofiojt Be To God, 
"Then he s ings  the i d o l e  G t 3 s p e l  which corres-  
ponds t o  the  Day and ards tlhe e ~ % d , &  .he earns t o  
the  Altar and begins t o  six~g;" 

1 4 ,  CWED 
We B&eve In One Th~te  God - l ~ymnany  # 7  17. - 

115, HYrn 
8 9  ... i n  t h e  c i t i e s  and i n  t h e  count r ies  where 

it happeas, one o r  two verses  from t h e  hymnbook 
concerning t h e  ~ay's Gospel are sung together  
with t h e  o rga l  s ae~on~panimen$.)B 

11 Then the  pas to r  goes to t he  p u l p i t  and preaches 

t h e  usual  sermon based on the  Day's Gospel .... 
The pasts l - ,  o r  whoever preaches, s h a l l  f i r s t  of 
all, esmend the  people ts prayer and c a l l  f o r  
~ o d ' s  help i n  this holy ceremony; and then a s  
usua l  read t h e  Lord ' s Prayer , , , 
During c e r t a i n  seasons "they s ing  a f t e r  the  
~ o r d ' s  Prayer and before t h e  Gospel i s  read 
from t h e  p u l p i t "  s p e c i a l  hymn ve r ses  a s  speci-  
f i e d  f o r  t he  seasons: "between Christmas and 
CandSemas," '"eetween Easter  and Chr i s t ' s  Ascen- 
s ion,"  "between C h r i s t ' s  Ascension and Pente- 
c o s t ,  " and "on the Feast of Pentecost .  '' 
"At t he  th ree  grea t  Holy Days they s ing  each 
ve r se  th ree  t i m e s  and a l s o  on Ascension Day, 

*The following i s  a l s o  found i n  the  main t e x t  of 
t he  Ri tua l :  "A&*u ,the G o h p d  h i6nu~g CL$ Xhe A&cL& 
a e. b& iA i n ~ g  LM Xhe p d p a  as wud." 



8. GLORIA 1N EXCELSIS -- -- - 

"When t h e  Kyr ic  i s  s u n g  t h e  pas tor -  i'_praestrrii, 
facing the A l t a r ,  sings t h e  f i r s t  words  of c h i s  
hymn and then  t l ~ e  congldgat ioo jo i : l s  u n t i l  t h e  
end : 
"AH G l ~ h ~ j  Be Ti) Gcd 0~ H i g k ,  etc .  " - iRq~lliniz0 q #27. - - 

9 .  COLLECrT ". .. tile p a s t o r  s h a l l  t u r n  t o  the  People arid s i n g  
i n  t h e  usual  tone:  
"The kokd Be O l r i X k l  YOU I 
" A f t e r  which t h e  Ciroir responds  : Avid W a h  YoLL'I 
S ) ~ . i h i t  I 
" T h e n  tie tilriis a g a i n  t c  t h e  A l t a r ,  and s i n g s  the  
C o l l e c t  . . 
"The Cho i- r arid Peup i e r espond : Atpien. " 

10. EPISTI,E 
"Then he rirrns a g a i n  Co t h e  P e o p l e  and With t h e  
usua l  t one ,  I o i ~ d i y  s i n g s  t h e  E p i s t l e  [L~ction) . . . 
"T l l c  i . p i 3 t k  W~itteji 6,i hl N .  h p i i t t c  l o  The N.M., 
u f i  " T l r i ,  ! \  ! i Q ? 1 1 .  !9h Ry 
N , N ,  
"and .; i l i ~ s  t h e  el-atisre FCp :st Ze? (Lett i o n )  t o  
t h e  end * ' '  

11. K Y r n  
"when t l l z  i , r j  i y l l a has b c e i ~  read he ~:!ltlrrlbi t o  t h e  
A l t a r  2nd i i x s i  c;J 3f the i l a2be lu j ah  a s h o r t  hymn 
i s  s u n g  w:i ic*i i  r o r r c s i ; ? u d s  to t i l e  fi,pi:i? le  a r d  i s  
f o u n d  in r h e  ilyiitiihook; anti i t  i s  accompani~.il by 
t h e  o rgan ,  i f  d ~ d  wheq t h e y  have i t  ." 

1 2 .  HYMN 
"And thezl: 
"0 Hu&i Gito,:t T O  Ti lee Me PkayJ9 /Figsinc~ry # 3 9 7  A 

( a l t e r n a t i v e s  a re  p rov ided  f o r  t h e  seasons  "from 
Christmas t o  CaridLenas, '' " f  rom E a s t e r  t o  our 
L o r d ' s  Ascens ion ,  " and "on Ascension ~ay") . 

13 .  GOSPEL 
t t  Then t t e  pasrar L ~ I ~ L L  t x n  t o  t h e  FeepLe, and 

wi th  a high a d  loud vofce s l u g s  the  Ccjspel 
with t h i s  beginning: T k i n  Zh The tivLy GohpeR 

ebz By N , N ,  

l o y o u  T i d i n g n  o r  e And Nofiojt Be To God, 
"Then he s ings  the i d o l e  G t 3 s p e l  which corres-  
ponds t o  the  Day and ards tlhe e ~ % d , &  .he earns t o  
the  Altar and begins t o  six~g;" 

1 4 ,  CWED 
We B&eve In One Th~te  God - l ~ymnany  # 7  17. - 

115, HYrn 
8 9  ... i n  t h e  c i t i e s  and i n  t h e  count r ies  where 

it happeas, one o r  two verses  from t h e  hymnbook 
concerning t h e  ~ay's Gospel are sung together  
with t h e  o rga l  s ae~on~panimen$.)B 

11 Then the  pas to r  goes to t he  p u l p i t  and preaches 

t h e  usual  sermon based on the  Day's Gospel .... 
The pasts l - ,  o r  whoever preaches, s h a l l  f i r s t  of 
all, esmend the  people ts prayer and c a l l  f o r  
~ o d ' s  help i n  this holy ceremony; and then a s  
usua l  read t h e  Lord ' s Prayer , , , 
During c e r t a i n  seasons "they s ing  a f t e r  the  
~ o r d ' s  Prayer and before t h e  Gospel i s  read 
from t h e  p u l p i t "  s p e c i a l  hymn ve r ses  a s  speci-  
f i e d  f o r  t he  seasons: "between Christmas and 
CandSemas," '"eetween Easter  and Chr i s t ' s  Ascen- 
s ion,"  "between C h r i s t ' s  Ascension and Pente- 
c o s t ,  " and "on the Feast of Pentecost .  '' 
"At t he  th ree  grea t  Holy Days they s ing  each 
ve r se  th ree  t i m e s  and a l s o  on Ascension Day, 

*The following i s  a l s o  found i n  the  main t e x t  of 
t he  Ri tua l :  "A&*u ,the G o h p d  h i6nu~g CL$ Xhe A&cL& 
a e. b& iA i n ~ g  LM Xhe p d p a  as wud." 



b u t  a f t e r  t h a t  o n l y  one  t ime  and t h e n  t h e  
p a s t o r  always g i v e s  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a v e r y  
s h o r t  speech  abou t  each  of t h e s e  Holy Day 's  
joy  and s a l v a t i o n . "  
"While t h i s  i s  sung t h e  p a s t o r  d r o p s  upon h i s  
knee i n  t h e  p u l p i t  and p r a y s  God f o r  h e l p  and 
s u p p o r t  i n  t h i s  u n d e r t a k i n g ;  t h e n  h e  s t a n d s  up 
a g a i n  ... and p r o c e e d s  t o  t h e  r e a d i n g  and expo- 
s i t i o n  of t h e  t e x t  ."& 

"Sunday's t e x t  f o r  Ma t ins  and High Mass i s  t h e  
Gospel ,  and f o r  Vespers  i s  t h e  E p i s t l e . "  
"Then t h e  p a s t o r  r e a d s  t h e  L o r d ' s  P r a y e r  en- 
t i r e l y  t o  t h e  end ,... and g i v e s  t h e  b l e s s i n g  
t o  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a s  f o l l o w s :  "The Lohd 
K L o s  Yuu And Kcep You . . . " 

18. HYMN 
A hymn i s  h e r e  sung w i t h  d e s i g n a t e d  s e l e c t i o n s  
f o r  t h e  s e a s o n s :  "from Chr i s tmas  u n t i l  Candle- 
mas," "from E a s t e r  u n t i l  C h r i s t ' s  Ascens ion ,"  
"from C h r i s t ' s  Ascens ion  u n t i l  P e n t e c o s t  ," 
Ifon P e n t e c o s t  Day ." " A l l  S a i n t ' s  Day," 
"Michael ' s  Day and Thanksgiv ing ."  

"Af t e r  t h i s  h e  B a p t i z e s  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i f  t h e r e  a r e  
some t o  be Bap t i zed . "  
"Af t e r  Baptism t h e y  s i n g  t h e  l a s t  v e r s e  of  t h i s  
hymn: Hc TlznX BeAXevc?., And I n  Baptized 

/Kym~u,ty #141T." - - 

" T h e r e a f t e r  h e  c e l e b r a t e s  Communion ... b u t  i f  t h e r e  
a r e  none who wish t o  commune,-then t h e  p r i e s t  w i th -  
o u t  h i s  c h a u s a b l e  - /Gessehage l /  t u r n s  t o  t h e  Congre- 
g a t i o n  and s i n g s . "  

1 9 .  COLLECT 
" 7 1 ~ ~  Luhd Re W a I z  You! 
"The Choir  r e sponds  : Aold Wixh Y v U ~  Spihi*! 

*According t o  a  R e s c r i p t  of  June  2 3  and December 2 ,  
1740,  t h e  sermon s h a l l  "not  l a s t  more t h a n  one  hour ."  

"Then he t u rns  t o  tile Alzar and s i n g s  the 201- 
I nwing  Col!ect:  0 LO& God, Weavedy F a t h a !  
We Xhank You 60:-  hi^ d&&enKy benezjiz . . . 
"The Choir respo~nds : ~ Q E ,  " 

20 ,  dENE9ICTION 
1 P A f ~ e r  t he  Collect  Is sung, he Curas ts %he 
Peop le  again and gives the  usual b le s s ing  to 
tine~xr: The Luj~d 6 ~ .  W a h  You! 
  he Chofr responds: And WiXh Y ~ l l i h  S * D 

"The pas tor  s ings  : The Larid BXehh You And Keep 
You 4 c 8 

"The petsp2.e x e s p o ~ ~ d  : Amen, " 

2 1 *  i fY2424 
P 1 I they s ing  a hbg'i~n which correspsnds with 

t h e  Day's Gospel ... t h e  p a s t o r  meanwhile ... 
is staz~di$%rag befare  the  Altar  u n t i l  everything 
1s at:. an end '' 

22 ,  CLOSING P U Y E R  
"The aforesaid service is conc9uded i n  l i k e  
manner  ~;;s at the Opening prayed with t h i s  
p r a y e r  and the Lord" Prayer :  
""O&u&d: We Rhank Yuu ~4ob-I: h y t h d  You 
have b u g k t  . . 
"OWL Fdhm, wkto i n  hmven . . . " 

GmPST" SUPPER 

8 %  The pasror s h a l l  be a t t i r ed  i n  bath the  s u r p l i c e  
fiesscskjorti7 and Cliasuble lMessehagelenT w h i l e  - - 7 - 
tire Co~xmrnnion is  perfonaed, and also the A l % a r  
should a l w a y s  be covered with a f a i r  l i n e n ,  chalice,  
and paten, and kwo l i t  candles, as long as t h e  Com- 
nunion w i l l  be . . . '" 
2 1, EXHORTAT %ON 

'@When everything i n  t h i s  manner is i n  o rde r ,  
and the s inging  is completed before the  Comun- 
ion ,  khen t h e  p r i e s t  turns to the  congregation 



b u t  a f t e r  t h a t  o n l y  one  t ime  and t h e n  t h e  
p a s t o r  always g i v e s  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a v e r y  
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joy  and s a l v a t i o n . "  
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18. HYMN 
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/Kym~u,ty #141T." - - 

" T h e r e a f t e r  h e  c e l e b r a t e s  Communion ... b u t  i f  t h e r e  
a r e  none who wish t o  commune,-then t h e  p r i e s t  w i th -  
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20 ,  dENE9ICTION 
1 P A f ~ e r  t he  Collect  Is sung, he Curas ts %he 
Peop le  again and gives the  usual b le s s ing  to 
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  he Chofr responds: And WiXh Y ~ l l i h  S * D 
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You 4 c 8 
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2 1 *  i fY2424 
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manner  ~;;s at the Opening prayed with t h i s  
p r a y e r  and the Lord" Prayer :  
""O&u&d: We Rhank Yuu ~4ob-I: h y t h d  You 
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"OWL Fdhm, wkto i n  hmven . . . " 
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8 %  The pasror s h a l l  be a t t i r ed  i n  bath the  s u r p l i c e  
fiesscskjorti7 and Cliasuble lMessehagelenT w h i l e  - - 7 - 
tire Co~xmrnnion is  perfonaed, and also the A l % a r  
should a l w a y s  be covered with a f a i r  l i n e n ,  chalice,  
and paten, and kwo l i t  candles, as long as t h e  Com- 
nunion w i l l  be . . . '" 
2 1, EXHORTAT %ON 

'@When everything i n  t h i s  manner is i n  o rde r ,  
and the s inging  is completed before the  Comun- 
ion ,  khen t h e  p r i e s t  turns to the  congregation 



and r e a d s  f i r s t  of ail t h e  u s u a l  e x h u r t a t i o n  
t o  them. . , . Then h e  t u r n s  t o  t h e  A l r a r  a g a i n  
and w i t h  a l oud  v o i c e  i n  D a n i s h  s i n g s  t h e  
e n t i r e  Con~~nunion-Mass as  f o l l o w s  : 

2 2 .  LORD'S PRAYER 
" L C  C (1s A t 1  P ~ z i y :  Ouh Fatlzebi, Wlio A k t  l i t  Heave~i. . 
"To whicll t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  r e s p o n d s  : A n i e r ~ .  " 

23. WORDS OF TNSrCTTUTION 
"Then h e  b e g i n s  i n  l i k e  manner t h e  Words of 
I n s t i t u t i o n :  O L C " Z . ~ ^ U ~ L ~  JUUS CI1f~.i9t . .." 

24. DlSTRIKUTION 
"When t h i s  is p e r f o r m e d ,  t h e n  t h e  p r i e s t  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t a k e s  f i r s t  t h e  P a t e n  w i t h  t h e  conse -  
c r a t e d  Bread  . . .  and  when h e  g i v e s  i t  h e  s a y s  t o  
e a c h  one i n  p a r t i c u l a r :  "TILLS i n  Jesun ' T'LUP 
Bod!{ . . . iilil 1 5  JPLU ' T ~ L L ~  iituod." 
"When t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h i s  manner i s  com- 
p l e t e d  w i t h  b o t h  p a r t s ,  Bread and Wine, t h e n  t h e  
p a s t o r  who hCls d i s t r i b u t e d  t h e  C h a l i c e  t u r n s  t o  
t h e  Conlrnrinicants and says a s  f o l l o w s :  "T i le  C ~ U -  
c i  j l ~ d  Ai :d  Ki/>eii  JC!!lu1 C/lhint . . . 
"Thcn &he. o!:c)s who h a v e  conlrnuned s t a n d  u p  and 
w i t h  r e s p e c i  bc:w e t l 2 i r  k n e e  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  
h e a r t ,  d~:ci go t o  t h e i r  p l a c e  a g a i n . "  

"During Ch.2 Coniniunion they  sing p i  t h e r :  0 L m b  
06 God h l : ' ) t  !iotij  - iKvmi i i~ th j  'i37P 
" O r  an*!-her of  e . . . bymnboGk . . . and  f i n a l l y  
end w i t h  e i t h e r  this s o n g  of p r a i s e :  Mr~ t i  Gtfd RV 
Pnc~Ls  ed He ltc ehcfhtii A d  Btent Fotle ve'r /@rn~my -- - 

H I 5 6 7  - o r  a n o t h e r  hymn o f  t h a n k s g i v i n g . "  

26 .  COLLECT OF T H A N K S G I V I N G  
"Then t h e  p a s t o r  t u r n s  t o  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  and 
s i n g s  w i t h  a l oud  v o i c e :  The Lord Be W L t h  YOU! 
"The C o n g r e g a t i o n  r e s p o n d s :  Ahid i d a h  YOU& S p G t !  

*Th i s  p a r a p h r a s e  of  t h e  Agnus D e i  w a s  prepared by 
N i c h o l a s  Decius a d  a p p e a r e d  i n  German i n  1531. 

"He t u r n s  t o  t h e  A l t a r  aga in  and r eads  accord- 
i ng  t o  custom t h e  fol lowing Co l l ec t :  
" L e t  Un A U  Pmy: We Thavlh You L o a 9  AhigCcty, 
E;tmvld Cod ... 
"The Congregation responds: Arne@." 

BENEDICTION 
"Then t h e  pa s to r  t u r n s  aga in  t o  t h e  congrega- 
t i o n  and c l o s e s  t he  e n t i r e  Mass wi th  t h e  @us- 
tomary b l e s s i n g  . , , " 

Such w a s  t h e  R i t u a l  of 1685. The Book of Serv ice ,  
known as t h e  Agenda of 1688, was publ ished t h r e e  
yea r s  l a t e r .  

The yea r  i s  now 1688. The p l ace  i s  t h e  Kingdom of 
Denmark and Norway. I n  t h e  words of t h e  k ing  him- 
s e l f :  

11 
* . .  w e  command you, a l l  of our  d e a r  and f a i t h -  

f u l  c i t i z e n s  ... t h a t  you i n  every way d i r e c t  
and keep t h i s  R i t u a l  under s u i t a b l e  punishment." 

The Agenda of 1688 was publ ished a s  a  Book of Serv- 
i c e  f o r  t h e  Danish and Norwegian Churches. I t  con- 
t a i n s  t h e  l e c t i o n a r y  and prayers  f o r  use  on Sundays. 
Three years  e a r l i e r ,  i n  J u l y  of 1685, King Chris- 
t i a n  V ,  King of Denmark and Norway, issued t h e  
decree  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  o rde r  of s e r v i c e  which was 
t o  be  used i n  t h e  Lutheran Church and has become 
known a s  t h e  "Ri tua l  of 1685": 

- -  
"...now a t  l a s t  / i t / h a s  reached pe r f ec t i on  - - 
t h a t  i t  is ready f o r  o f f i c i a l  p r i n t i n g ;  s o  
we command you,  a l l  of our  dea r  and f a i t h f u l  
c i t i z e n s  ... t h a t  you i n  every way d i r e c t  and 
keep t h i s  R i t u a l  ..." (Kirke R i t u a l ,  p .  4 ) .  



and r e a d s  f i r s t  of ail t h e  u s u a l  e x h u r t a t i o n  
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and w i t h  a l oud  v o i c e  i n  D a n i s h  s i n g s  t h e  
e n t i r e  Con~~nunion-Mass as  f o l l o w s  : 
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t h e  Conlrnrinicants and says a s  f o l l o w s :  "T i le  C ~ U -  
c i  j l ~ d  Ai :d  Ki/>eii  JC!!lu1 C/lhint . . . 
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" O r  an*!-her of  e . . . bymnboGk . . . and  f i n a l l y  
end w i t h  e i t h e r  this s o n g  of p r a i s e :  Mr~ t i  Gtfd RV 
Pnc~Ls  ed He ltc ehcfhtii A d  Btent Fotle ve'r /@rn~my -- - 

H I 5 6 7  - o r  a n o t h e r  hymn o f  t h a n k s g i v i n g . "  

26 .  COLLECT OF T H A N K S G I V I N G  
"Then t h e  p a s t o r  t u r n s  t o  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  and 
s i n g s  w i t h  a l oud  v o i c e :  The Lord Be W L t h  YOU! 
"The C o n g r e g a t i o n  r e s p o n d s :  Ahid i d a h  YOU& S p G t !  

*Th i s  p a r a p h r a s e  of  t h e  Agnus D e i  w a s  prepared by 
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i ng  t o  custom t h e  fol lowing Co l l ec t :  
" L e t  Un A U  Pmy: We Thavlh You L o a 9  AhigCcty, 
E;tmvld Cod ... 
"The Congregation responds: Arne@." 

BENEDICTION 
"Then t h e  pa s to r  t u r n s  aga in  t o  t h e  congrega- 
t i o n  and c l o s e s  t he  e n t i r e  Mass wi th  t h e  @us- 
tomary b l e s s i n g  . , , " 

Such w a s  t h e  R i t u a l  of 1685. The Book of Serv ice ,  
known as t h e  Agenda of 1688, was publ ished t h r e e  
yea r s  l a t e r .  

The yea r  i s  now 1688. The p l ace  i s  t h e  Kingdom of 
Denmark and Norway. I n  t h e  words of t h e  k ing  him- 
s e l f :  
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* . .  w e  command you, a l l  of our  d e a r  and f a i t h -  

f u l  c i t i z e n s  ... t h a t  you i n  every way d i r e c t  
and keep t h i s  R i t u a l  under s u i t a b l e  punishment." 

The Agenda of 1688 was publ ished a s  a  Book of Serv- 
i c e  f o r  t h e  Danish and Norwegian Churches. I t  con- 
t a i n s  t h e  l e c t i o n a r y  and prayers  f o r  use  on Sundays. 
Three years  e a r l i e r ,  i n  J u l y  of 1685, King Chris- 
t i a n  V ,  King of Denmark and Norway, issued t h e  
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The above r e f e r s  t o  forms which a r e  s t i l l  i n  u s e  
i n  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  Lutheran Synod. However, t h e  

p r e s e n t  s e r v i c e  "based on t h e  Danish-Norwegian 
l i t u r g y  of 1685 and agenda of 1688'' (E.L .S. Cons t i -  
t u t i o n ,  Chapter  I., Paragraph 4) h a s  come down t o  u s  
through an  i n t e r e s t i n g  c h a i n  of e v e n t s .  

P a r t  1: The S e r v i c e  i n  Dec l ine  

The Seventeenth  and E igh teen th  Century movements o f  
P i e t i s m  and Ra t iona l i sm a f f e c t e d  n o t  on ly  i n d i v i d -  
u a l s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and dogma, bu t  a l s o  the  l i t u r g y  
o f  t h e  church.  I n  Norway, P i e t i s m  was s t r o n g .  It 
was opposed by t h e  o f f i c i a l  church b u t  wide-spread 
among t h e  people .  Hans Nielson Hauge (1771-1824) 
was t h e  l a y  p reacher  who spoke of a "purer and 
h i g h e r  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  among t h e  c l e r g y  and t h e  
l a i t y u  (Lenker,  p.  293) .  Of t h e  P i e t i s m  movement 

i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  r e s u l t  was t h a t  an overemphasis 
was placed on such m a t t e r s  a s  p e r s o n a l  exper ience .  

"So f a r  a s  o rde red  p u b l i c  worship was concerned,  
P i e t i s m ' s  i n f l u e n c e  was unfavorab le .  Beginning 
w i t h  t h e  a t t empt  t o  supplement t h e  r e g u l a r  s e r v -  
i c e s  and usages  of t h e  church,  i t  soon sup- 
p l a n t e d  t h e s e  by meet ings  i n  p r i v a t e  homes 
which inc luded  r e l i g i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n s  and ad- 
m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  Sacraments.  A s  i t s  s p i r i t  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  church ,  t h e  s e r v -  
i c e s  of t h e  l a t t e r  became more and more sub jec -  
t i v e  and emot iona l .  The s t r u g g l e  f o r  p e r s o n a l  
consc iousness  of convers ion  and r e g e n e r a t i o n  
l e d  t o  an u n d e r v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  o b j e c t i v e  means 
of  g r a c e .  The h i s t o r i c a l  and t h e  formal  i n  
l i t u r g i c a l  worship  gave way t o  e x p r e s s i o n s  of 
i n d i v i d u a l  i d e a s  and emotions.  The l i t u r g y  
and t h e  church y e a r  were t o o  o b j e c t i v e  and 
c o n s t r a i n i n g .  The formal  common prayer  of t h e  
church g r a d u a l l y  d i sappeared  under a  f l o o d  of 

rxiern9nre ut. t e r a n c e i  by  r ; , i i ! i s k e r s  and laymen. 
liymns based upon cb j ec r  ive  f a c t s  of redemption 
':ere d i s c a r d e d  Icr o t h e r s  expressive of imme- 
d i a t e ,  personal. experieuce, hew and emat iona l  
t u n e s  d i s p l a c e d  t h e  more vigori;knu chorales .  
Opera t i c  arias and sent imentnl  s o l o s  supp lan ted  
the Jmyei-sc-inal p3iyptBonic c t ~ o r u s  music  of the 
cho i r .  Orthodoxy, though c o l d  znd i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  
had respected o b j e c t i v i r y  arid p r e s e r v e d  formal 
d i g n i t y  and reverence ,  P i e t i s m  w i t h  i t s  in -  
rcnse3.y p e f s o n a l  limi%ations n e i t h e r  unders tood 
xaor long  used what remained of t h e  r e s t r a i n e d  
and p o l i s h e d  farms s f  t h e  church 's  h i s t o r i c  
l i t u r g i c a l  system" (Reed, pp. 145-146). 

P i c r i sn !  p r e p a r e d  the way fur Rationalism which 
attemp~ed to find religious trukhs f r o m  $he u s e  o f  
reasow, 

"Within t h e  s p h e r e  of worship ,  R a t i o n a l i s m  was 
wholly d e s t r u c t i v e .  Rietism had rejected o r  
n e g l e c t e d  many of t h e  ancient .  forms bu t  had no t  
den ied  t h e i r  c o n t e n t .  Rationalism r e j e c t e d  
c o n t e n t  and form a l i k e .  The church y e a r  w i t h  
its annual f e s t i v a l s  and seasons  had no mean- 
i n g  f o r  t h o s e  who d i s b e l i e v e d  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  
and o ther  h i s t o r i c a l l y  recorded f aces ,  The 
a l t e r e d  views of t h e  Word and sacraments made 
t h e  l i t u r g y  and t h e  g r ea t  hymns of t h e  church 
unintelligible, The Service w a s  m u t i l a t e d  be- 
yond recogni. t ion.  The church  b u i l d i n g  became 
a  mere p l a c e  of assembly,  and t h e  p u l p i t  a  
l e c t u r e  p l a t f o r m  from which t h e  rnirlister gave 
moral i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  The Sacrament was reduced 
t o  a empty form and was observed i n  Reformed 
fash ion  f c u r  t i m e s  a year. I n f l u e n c e s  from 
Zeneva t h u s  a l l i e d  themselves  with t h e  s p i r i t  
o f  the  age.  Lengthy, verbose m o r a l i z i n g s  re- 
placed t h e  a n c i e n t  c o l l e c t s  and p r a y e r s "  (Reed, 
p. 148) 



The above r e f e r s  t o  forms which a r e  s t i l l  i n  u s e  
i n  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  Lutheran Synod. However, t h e  
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i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  r e s u l t  was t h a t  an overemphasis 
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rxiern9nre ut. t e r a n c e i  by  r ; , i i ! i s k e r s  and laymen. 
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had respected o b j e c t i v i r y  arid p r e s e r v e d  formal 
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In  Norway such was  a l s o  t he  ca se .  There w e  a r e  
t o l d :  "Churches became l e c t u r e  rooms were long- 
winded t r e a t i s e s  on t h e  morals and t h e  u t i l i t y  uE 
th ings  were pronounced t o  a  s l e ep ing  audience.  Ti le  

l i t u r g y  was shortened and otherwise  mut i la ted"  
(Lutheran Hymnary Jun io r ,  p .  xvi -xv i i ) .  

Such a p t l y  de sc r ibe s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Norway. The 
R i t u a l  of 1685 and Agenda of 1688 remained t h e  
o f f i c i a l  basis  f o r  l i t u r g i c a l  £ o m s ;  however, t h e  
use  of such was not completely followed. One ex- 
ample of such i s  seen i n  1802 when a  r e s c r i p t  w a s  
i s sued .  The r e s c r i p t  o f f i c i a l l y  abol ished t h e  
s ing ing  of  t h e  Kyr ie  (Kirke R i t u a l ,  p. 10 ) .  With 
t h e  omission of  t h e  ICyrie, t h e  Glor ia  i n  Exce l s i s  
( i n  hymn f o r m )  became t h e  opening hymn, In  t ime 
o the r  opening hymns were used and such became a  
p a r t  of t he  s e r v i c e  (Anderson, p .  6 ) .  I n  o t h e r  
changes, the Creed and Glor ia  i n  Exce l s i s  were being 
used a l t e r n a t e l y  every o the r  Sunday and soon were 
completely omitted except on t h e  g r ea t  f e s t i v a l s  
(Likness ,  p .  4 4 ) ,  The Gospel was no longer  read 
from t h e  A l t a r ,  E - v e ~ ~ t u a l l y  t h i s  l ed  t o  t h e  devel- 
opment of what  was  known a s  t he  "Shorter Order" 
of s e r v i c e  (See  appendix) ,  

It was t h e  '%Shoiter order" wwhch was i n  common use 
when t he  Norwegiaa immigrants came t o  America. 
This  was the  s e r v i c e  used by the Norwegian Synod's 
pa s to r s  and v r a s  perpetuated f o r  t h e i r  use  by t h e  
Engl ish publ ica t ion  of Church Li turgy f o r  Evangel- 
i c a l  Lutheran Cong 

P a r t  2 : The Serv ice  Restored 

In Norway r e i l g i o r t s  orthodoxy was being r e s to r ed  
i n  t h e  Nineteenth Century. Together with  reform 
came a  d e s i r e  f o r  a " r i che r  se rv ice"  than was i n  
common use.  The t a s k  was undertaken. Two new 
s e r i e s  of Gospels and E p i s t l e s  were now prepared 

based k3E: ~ _ & - I c  b e ~ * J e S  used i n  the C%~~:XC%P ok Sweden. 
An Orde r  of Serv ice  r e s t o r i n g  a f u l l e r  u s e  of t h e  
R i t u a l  of 9685 w a s  prepared and adop ted ,  In  1887 
a royal decree P n  Norway author ized  kkte new Book 
of ServJ ce (NOL way hsd gained Indep5adence from 
Demark), T h i s  was ts becsnz kuawn as the N2w 
L i t u r g y  (See appendix) ,  

The changes which w e s e  o c c u r r i r ~ g  i n  Nasmay a l s o  had 
an effect on rhe  Norwegian Lutherans i n  h e r i c a ,  
They too  f e l t  a need f o r  a more complete Order of 
Service, The Norwegian Synod d e a l t  wi th  t h e  sub- 
j e c t  m d  on dune 17, 1899 adopted t h e  fol lowing 
r e v i s i o n  of t h e i r  cans%%$ution:  

"In order  t o  p reserve  u n i t y  i n  l i t u r g i c a l .  forms 
and ceremonies, t h e  Synod adv i se s  i t s  congre- 
ga t i ons  to use,  a s  far  a s  pos s ib l e ,  t h e  l i t u r g y  
of 1685 and agenda s f  8688 of t h e  Church of 
Noway, o s  t h e  new -- and agenda adopted - ---- ---- 
b &-% e ,  Minnesota, -- June 
1899, accord<n<- a s  t h e  several congregat ions  
may decide" (Synoden, 1899, p .  89) (emphasis 
added). 

The "new l i t u r g y  and agenda" was b a s i c a l l y  t h e  New 
Li tu rgy  of t h e  Church of Norway* h e  a d d i t i o n  was 
t o  be fbund -- t h a t  of t h e  pronouncement s f  t h e  
Absolution. T h i s  is no t  found in t h e  Mew Li turgy  
of t h e  Church of Norway, Likewise,  t h e  United 
Norwegian Lutheran Church, which a l s o  made use  of 
t h e  New Li turgy ,  d id  n o t  i nc lude  an Absolution i n  
t h e i r  p r i n t e d  agendas,  

P a r t  3 :  The Serv ice  and Engl ish 

The Norwegian Synod w a s  concerned w i th  t h e  needs 
of i ts  members. Already i n  1870 i t  publ ished a 
Norwegian hymnbook. Although Nsrwegian was regarded 
as " the  language of t h e  hea r t "  t h e  need f o r  Engl i sh  
was a l s o  recognized,  This  l ed  t o  the  p u b l i c a t i o n  of 
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c a l  Lucherarr  C o n g r c ~ a r  -E r ~ n s  (concalnl-ng t h e .  "Shorter  -- _-------.. - - --_-___I- L -:--- 
Forms') . 
In 1908 a j o i n t  committee o f  khc Norwegian Synod, 
United Norwe2 i an  1,uzlher;en G"b:zcfr, and Chc 3auge'~ 
Synod were appoi la ted  t o  prepare ann Engl ish  hymn 
book.  The cornmi-ttee completed t h e i r  t a s k  4an %91r'3, 
P r e s i d e n t  W, G ,  S t u b  r e p o r t e d  cg she Norwegizn 
Synod ,  and I n  a c t i o n  the  Synod recorded:: 

"The Synod has heard t h e  p r e s i d e n t  declare: 
'The E n g l i s h  Hymnbook -- 'The Lutheran 
Hynmary9 -- i s  t h e  hymn book which we hope 
w i l l  f i n d  t h e  greatrrsk pass3'aIe p ropaga t ion  
i n  o u r  f e l l o w s h i p ,  toge ther  w i t h  t h e  Uni ted  - -- 
Ctrurci~.  I t  i s  of great s i g n i f i c a n c e  b t o ~ i - l  
t h a e  wc have r e c e i v e d  such  a creasure o f  h y m n s  
i n  tile E n g l i s h  language, and t h a t  18: was corn- 
posed oE a com~i t t ee  of t h e  three f e l l s 7 ~ s h i p s ;  
who t,c~.ve given f i n a l  adopt ion t o  t h e  comon 
repor t  oa t h e  c:al%, conversion and 

l l D  
e 

(Synoden,  1913,  p .  1 2 4 ) .  

Thus t h e  "Lutheran ~ymna-nry" was recommended f o r  
u s e  w i k h i n  t h e  Norwegian Synod, "The Order of 
Morning Service" was a t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  New 
L i t u r g y .  The Engl ish t r a n s l a t i o n  may no t  have 
been i n  comple t e  harmony wi th  t h e  l i t u r g y  adopted 
a t  S p r i n g  Grove, Minnesota. A divergence is seen ,  
f o r  example ,  i n  t h e  Absolution, The Norwegian 
form adop ted  i n  1899 begins  w i th  t h e  wards: 
"Oplmfter e d e r  H j e r t e r  ti1 Gud" ("Lif t  Up Your 
H e a r t s  Unto ~olrd'') - The English form i n  1913 omits  
t h e  words, LC must be noted t h a t  t h e  Engl ish t r ans -  
l a t i o n  w a s  never o f f i c i a l l y  adopted by t h e  Norwe- 
g ian  Synod. The same is  t r u e  f o r  t h e  E.%.S, which 
received t h e  r e p o r t  a t  t h e  1954 Synod ConvenZion 
which read i n  p a r t :  "Since t h e  Synod i n  1899 
o f f i c i a l l y  accepted a complete 'Alterbog'  no o f f i -  
c i a l  t r a n s l a t i o n  i n t o  Engl ish has  been accepted" 
( E , L , S , ,  1 9 5 4 ,  p ,  67), 

Here, i n  1 9 1 9 ,  ends t h e  c i f i c i a l  development of 
the Danish-Nnngegian Order of Service among Nor- 
weg8hias i n  baterlca, The serv ice  was ppsbLisPred in 
the " ~ u t h e r a n  ~ymnary" f o r  many years. it was 
also included i n  $he pub l i ed t i on  o f  the "~gsncordia 
&+-al" by Augsburg Publ i sh ing  House. 

$9 would ba& r e ~ ~ i s s  in relaEing t h e  history of 
t h f s  serv ice if reference uas not  made t o  subse- 
quen: actton,  When the  Noxxgegian Lutheran Church 
in American (E.L,C.) was formed in 1917, i t  adopted 
a modified form sf the Danish-Norwegian Order af 
Service : 

'2x1 regard 60 church rites, it is Z d t t o  
each eongreg~kion t o  decide for  i t s e l f ,  
B u t  i n  order  thae there may as a whole be 
uniformity also i n  church rites, the  church 
recamends %ha& the congregations use the 
ritual sf the Norwegian Lutheran Church, 
kodi f ied  aeco~-ding  t o  ehe present common 
usage among usg '  ( E , L , C , ,  1927, p .  480) ,  

F.&er~ the Mosweglan Synod af the heriean Evangel- 
ical Lutheran Church ( E , L , S e )  was reorganized in 
1918, it adopted the  paragraph on l i . t u r g i c a l  forms 
from the  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of the (o ld )  Norwegian Synod 
without  change (see page 2 5 )  (E.L,S.,  1919, p. 3 5 ) .  
Two orders o f  serv ice  were reconmended fox use  in 
the  Synod's congregations: the  R i e u a E  o f  1685 sr 
k,he &Jew Sdbturgy adopted i n  1899, 

Tn the Evangel.ical Lutheran Synod, change also 
ffna2ly a id  arrrve, In  1964 a ress~I82itit;~n was 
passed c a l l i n g  f o r  a cornittee to review the  I3,L.S. 
cons t i t u t ion .  In 1966 the report was presented by 
t he  Board of Trustees, I n  regard to l i t u r g i c a l  
farms it was f e l t  that t he  cons t i tu t ion  should 
correspond t o  practice and so  t h e  phrase "or the  
Com~on Order of W ~ r s h l p ' h a s  proposed f o r  addieion, 
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The reccjlrtmendat ion  f r o m  r l ~ e  Koard n i Urdstecs, 
however, was  mare i n c l u s i v e ,  L t  re,uxnn-ienitetl t tmc 
f o l l o w i n g  f ~ r  C h a p t e r  I ,  Paragraph 4 ~i t h e  con- 
s t i t u t i o n :  

"In ~-pr!er t o  preserve u n i t y  i r k  L i t . a : t  gicct t 
forms and ceremonies ,  t h e  Synod recommends 
t o  its congrega t ions  t h a t  they  u s e  '-13-1~- zyn~2a 
Order of  WorshipP o r  t h e  ilornsr;itn (EirS2r ijt W O K -  - -- - - - 
s h i p .  a s  p a ~ ; ~  congrega t ion  may decide"  
( E e l ,  , 5 , ,  1 9 h 6 ,  r), 8 0 )  (emphasis adi!ed), 

The par,~g,ray~i-k was a d u p r e d  LIIS L I B ?  L ~ n ~ e ~ % i ~ ~ ~  FII?I ;ZL 
t o  r e a d ,  as adop tzd ;  

"111 ct i-der  t o  prcsi-kltr2 l r r t  i t  y i n  f l ~ : ~ r g i c - i  i 
iorrtls anct cer ernort ic s , E: hr, Synod i e c  r ) r r i ~ n e i ~ ? t  c; 

t o  i t s  ~ ~ l l i ~ r c . ( ~ 2 ~ ~ - % ; , - ;  ' , -  c- zkf31. e h ~ y  use t h e  Order 

Here a c h ~ ~ a g e  o c c n ~ r r e d ,  U n t i l  1966 a n l y  t w o  f o r m s  
of t h e  D<;;;n j s h  N ~ r v ~ e g i a r t  t3rder. ~f S e r v i c e  w r T r c  
recomme:l~-led f n a ; t ~ c ,  Tile  rf;rls t-it ~ t % c ~ - s ~ d  c kt 'trig:-, 

approv~2d i n  1965 arlc! r - a t i f l ed  in 1967 ( i C c i  . Se, 
1967 , 2, 84) , & t i t  i ~ t ~ r i z e c l  a lirciadtir s p e d  r-u;!! i f  
usage UI i e n i r r  t h e  Dar1isf-b--Nos-wegi i i ~ 1  O r d e r  , 'i'hk 
vague words "based upon'\arl  be jnterpreti~d i n  
s e v e r a l  ways: 

a s  sirnpl y t h e  resielt of arr amendment era 

t h e  convent ion f l o o r  which was n o t  deemed 
a s  a ~ I C I P S  i c  ch2ihge 9-n the const  i l :u$- ion,  

3. a s  t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of  t h e  1,utheran 
Nymnary t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  s e r v i c e ,  o r  

4 .  as accep tance  of  t h e  many v a r i a t i o n s  b e i n g  
p r a c t i c e d  throughout  t h e  Synod. T h i s  
wording of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  Chapter  I ,  
Paragraph 4 i s  r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  proposed 
r e v i s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  E . L , S .  ( E , L . S . ,  
1981, p .  110) .  

Today w e  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  on t h e  eve  of t h e  t h r e e -  
hundredth  a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  Ordinance of 1537. 
D e s p i t e  d e c l i n e ,  changes ,  v a r i a t i o n s ,  and t r a n s -  
l a t i o n s  t h i s ,  t h e  Danish-Norwegian Order of  Worship, 
has  guided t h e  Norwegian c h u r c h ' s  common v o i c e  of  
worship  through t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e  p e r i o d .  I t  h a s  
proved t o  be "something t r i e d  and p rec ious"  
(Preus ,  p.  195) , 

2 ,  a s  t h e  1:)ng b e l a t e d  a g p r o v a l  ilf t h c  use 
of the E r b g k i s h  language i n  tile ser-v.i!,c, 
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Comparison of  L i t u r g i c a l  Orders 
APPENDIX 

SHORTER O R I ) E R ~  - NEW L I T U R G Y ~  -- LUTliEMN NYTVffFJARY 
I N  1913 

S i l e n t  Confession 8 

Opening prayex-9 Opening Prayer  Opening P r a y e r  Opening Prayer  Opening Prayer  
Opening Prayer  Opening Hymn 

I n t r o i t  
Confess i o n  Confession 
 riel^ Kyrie  

Absolut ion 
Opening Hymn G l o r i a  G l o r i a  
C o l l e c t  C o l l e c t  C o l l e c t  
E p i s t l e  E p i s t l e  E p i s t l e  

Epistle-Hymn Hymn 

Kyrie K : r  r i e  

G l o r i a 6  
C o l l e c t  
E p i s t l e  
Hy rtln 

G l o r i a  
C o l l e c t  
E p i s t l e  
H P ~  
Hymn 
Gospel 
Creed 
Hymn 
Sermon 

G l o r i a  
Collect  
E p i s t l e  
H a l l e l u j a h  

~ o s ~ e l l ~  Gospel 
Creed Creed 
Gospel-Hymn Hymn 
Sermon Sermon 

Gospel 
Creed 

Gospel 
Creed 

Hymn 
Sermon Sermon 

Confession h 
Absolut ion 

Sermon 

Hymnl1 H y m Hymn 

Lord ' s  P rayer  
P r e f a c e  1 4  

Exhor ta t ion  Exhor ta t ion  
Lard ' s  Prayer  Lord ' s Prayer  
Words of I n s t i t ,  Words of I n s t i t .  
D i s t r i b u t i o n  DJs t r  i b u t i o n  

Hymn of Thanks, 
C o l l e c t  C o l l e c t  
Benedic t ion Benedict ion 

H Y ~  
C los ing  Prayer  Clos ing  Prayer  

preface14 
Exhor ta t ion  
~ o r d  ' s Prayer  
Words of I n s t i t .  
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Hymn of Thanks, 
C o l l e c t  
Benedic t ion 
Hymn Closing Prayer  
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Exhor ta t ion  
Lord 's  Prayer  

2 3  Words of I n s t i t .  Words of I n s t i t .  Words of I n s t i t .  
24 ~ i s t r i b u t i o n ~  D i s t r i b u t i o n  Dis t r ibu t i .on l0  
25  Hymn of Thanks, Hymn of Thanks. 
26 C o l l e c t  ? C o l l e c t  
27 Benedict ion Benedict ion Benedict ion 
2 8  
29 Clos ing  Prayer  Closing Prayer  

no Communicants -- -- O r  i f  t h e r e  be 
Hym Hymn Hymn 
C o l l e c t  C o l l e c t  C o l l e c t  
Benedic t ion Benedict ion Benedict ion 
Hymn Clos ing  Hymn Closing Hymn 
Clos ing  Prayer  Closing Prayer  Closing Prayer  

H Y ~  Hymn 
C o l l e c t  C o l l e c t  
Benedic t ion Benedict ion 

Hymn 
Closing Prayer  Closing Prayer  
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NOTES TO THE &UPENlslX 

&uther  % ha rks ,  Vol 53, pp ,  69-84 
Lfkness,  p, 43 
Kirke  R i ~ u a l ,  p p ,  5--23, 68-12 
Church L i t u r g y ,  pp. 3-8, 22-24 
L ikness ,  g ,  46 
It i s  assumed t h a t  L,uther, a?btI-aormg9a no t  
mentioning t h e  G l o r i a  i n  E x c e l s i s  "took 
i t  f o r  g ran ted  a s  belonging t o  the ~ ~ r i e ' '  
(Reed, p a  7 7 )  
During the  D i s t r i b u t i o n ,  Lu the r  c a l l s  f o r  
t h e  s i n g i n g  of  t h e  Agnus De i ,  Sawctus, o r  
a n o t h e r  hymn 
S i l e n t  Confess ion i s  by the m i n i s t e r  k n e e l i n g  
befork :-,he X l  f 3r 

T h e  Qpe,e:hg Pxayer ok  he %i.Glx.tant:e w a s  a 
p r a y e r  f o r  t h e  ""Wozd, k ing ,  sad realmi8 
with t h e  congrega t ion  kneelizsg. 
Durirrg ehL  disc^ i L e ; t i c n ~ ,  ehe W-heuaX c a l l s  
f o r  t he  s i n g i n g  s f  t h e  Agnus D e i  or  ansthex- 
llytlln 
T ia i s  Psymn w a s  s p e c i f i e d  a s  a "Short Hymn'" 
The K y r i e  w a s  t o  be  sung: K y r i e  e l e i s o n !  
God t h e  F a t h e r ,  have mercy on u s ,  e t c ,  
o r  : Lord God, Fa the r  i n  Heaven, have mercy 
upon u s ,  e t c  a 
The Gospel r e sponse  was: 

God be  p r a i s e d  f o r  H i s  g l ad  t i d i n g s  
o r :  P r a i s e  and honor be t o  God, 

The P r e f a c e  i n c l u d e s  t h e  "Sanctus,  '' 

Anderson, Chr i s t i an ,  ''Our I , i tu r  gy ,. '' I!d , P , 
(P%imetsgraghaed) . 

Church 1 , i tu rgy  f o r  Etrangel i c a i  I,r-thenran Congrega- 
------------*- ---- - - ---- -- -- -" 

t i o n s .  Decorah, Iowa: Ldu%rher.an. P u b l i s h i n g  -- 
House, 1891. 

Evangeli-cal  Lutheran. S y n o d ,  kmnaial Ccsnvtr~tion of - 
t h e  E , L . S ,  1981,  --- 

Evange l i ca l  Lutheran Synod, Regular Convention of ------- 
t he  E v a n g e l i c a l  ----- Lutheran ~Ynk(3.. 1966, 1967. 

G j e r s e t ,  Knut. H i s t o r x  - ---- s f  t h e  - Norwegian -- ---------- People .  
N,:w Ttprk: T h e  MacMillan Company, 19115. Vol. 2. 

Lenker,  J ,  N ,  Lueberans  i n  A l l  Lands. Milwaukee, --- - --**--- 

Wisconsin: J ,  A ,  H i l l  & Co. 1894, 

Likness ,  Lawrence R .  "The Development o f  Lutheran 
1,iturgy." T h e s i s  submit ted  t o  t h e  facu l  t y  of 
Luther  Theologica% Seminary, Saskatoon, Sas- 
katchewan. 1952,  (Typewr i t t en ) ,  

P,irthcrss Works, Vole 3 3 :  Lit -grgy and Nyxnrns, ------ 
P h i l a d e l p h i a :  Farrtrress P ~ e s s ,  P46.5, 

Lutheran Hy~mary , Junior- ,  Decorah, I o w a  : T,tatheran --- 
P u b l i s h i n g  House. 1916, 

Norwegian Lutheran Church i n  h e r i e a .  Bere tn ing .  -- 
1917, 

Norwegian Synod o f  t h e  American Evange l i ca l  Luth- 
e r a n  Church. Bere tn ing ,  1919.  



NOTES TO THE &UPENlslX 

&uther  % ha rks ,  Vol 53, pp ,  69-84 
Lfkness,  p, 43 
Kirke  R i ~ u a l ,  p p ,  5--23, 68-12 
Church L i t u r g y ,  pp. 3-8, 22-24 
L ikness ,  g ,  46 
It i s  assumed t h a t  L,uther, a?btI-aormg9a no t  
mentioning t h e  G l o r i a  i n  E x c e l s i s  "took 
i t  f o r  g ran ted  a s  belonging t o  the ~ ~ r i e ' '  
(Reed, p a  7 7 )  
During the  D i s t r i b u t i o n ,  Lu the r  c a l l s  f o r  
t h e  s i n g i n g  of  t h e  Agnus De i ,  Sawctus, o r  
a n o t h e r  hymn 
S i l e n t  Confess ion i s  by the m i n i s t e r  k n e e l i n g  
befork :-,he X l  f 3r 

T h e  Qpe,e:hg Pxayer ok  he %i.Glx.tant:e w a s  a 
p r a y e r  f o r  t h e  ""Wozd, k ing ,  sad realmi8 
with t h e  congrega t ion  kneelizsg. 
Durirrg ehL  disc^ i L e ; t i c n ~ ,  ehe W-heuaX c a l l s  
f o r  t he  s i n g i n g  s f  t h e  Agnus D e i  or  ansthex- 
llytlln 
T ia i s  Psymn w a s  s p e c i f i e d  a s  a "Short Hymn'" 
The K y r i e  w a s  t o  be  sung: K y r i e  e l e i s o n !  
God t h e  F a t h e r ,  have mercy on u s ,  e t c ,  
o r  : Lord God, Fa the r  i n  Heaven, have mercy 
upon u s ,  e t c  a 
The Gospel r e sponse  was: 

God be  p r a i s e d  f o r  H i s  g l ad  t i d i n g s  
o r :  P r a i s e  and honor be t o  God, 

The P r e f a c e  i n c l u d e s  t h e  "Sanctus,  '' 

Anderson, Chr i s t i an ,  ''Our I , i tu r  gy ,. '' I!d , P , 
(P%imetsgraghaed) . 

Church 1 , i tu rgy  f o r  Etrangel i c a i  I,r-thenran Congrega- 
------------*- ---- - - ---- -- -- -" 

t i o n s .  Decorah, Iowa: Ldu%rher.an. P u b l i s h i n g  -- 
House, 1891. 

Evangeli-cal  Lutheran. S y n o d ,  kmnaial Ccsnvtr~tion of - 
t h e  E , L . S ,  1981,  --- 

Evange l i ca l  Lutheran Synod, Regular Convention of ------- 
t he  E v a n g e l i c a l  ----- Lutheran ~Ynk(3.. 1966, 1967. 

G j e r s e t ,  Knut. H i s t o r x  - ---- s f  t h e  - Norwegian -- ---------- People .  
N,:w Ttprk: T h e  MacMillan Company, 19115. Vol. 2. 

Lenker,  J ,  N ,  Lueberans  i n  A l l  Lands. Milwaukee, --- - --**--- 

Wisconsin: J ,  A ,  H i l l  & Co. 1894, 

Likness ,  Lawrence R .  "The Development o f  Lutheran 
1,iturgy." T h e s i s  submit ted  t o  t h e  facu l  t y  of 
Luther  Theologica% Seminary, Saskatoon, Sas- 
katchewan. 1952,  (Typewr i t t en ) ,  

P,irthcrss Works, Vole 3 3 :  Lit -grgy and Nyxnrns, ------ 
P h i l a d e l p h i a :  Farrtrress P ~ e s s ,  P46.5, 

Lutheran Hy~mary , Junior- ,  Decorah, I o w a  : T,tatheran --- 
P u b l i s h i n g  House. 1916, 

Norwegian Lutheran Church i n  h e r i e a .  Bere tn ing .  -- 
1917, 

Norwegian Synod o f  t h e  American Evange l i ca l  Luth- 
e r a n  Church. Bere tn ing ,  1919.  



Norwegian Synod of t h e  American E v a n g e i i c a l  Lutk- 
e r a n  Church, Repor t ,  1 9 5 4 ,  

P r e u s ,  J , C , K ,  Norsemen Found A Church, Minneap- 
o l i s :  Augsburg P u b l i s h i n g  House, 1953,  

Reed, Lu the r  D ,  P h i l a d e l -  
ph ia :  F o r t r e s  

R i c h t e r ,  Aemilius L. D i e  Evangel ischen Kirche- 
nordnungen d e s  Sechzehnten J a h r h u n d e r t s *  
Nieuwkcioy: B e  DeGraff ,  1967. 

Synoden f o r  den Norsk-Evangelisk-Eutherske Kirke 
i Amerika, Bere tn ing ,  1899, 1913. 

Te igen ,  B ja rne  W e  I Be l i eve :  A Study of L u t h e r ' s  
Small and Large Catechisms,  Mankato, Minnesota: 
Lutheran Synod Book Company, 1979. 
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of Stoughton,  Wisconsin ,  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  
t r a n s l a t i o n ,  

-- C r a i g  A ,  Ferkenstad 

A R e v i e w  of D r  - John Rellmann ' s As t i c l  e , 
THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION IN LIGHT OF 

BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION* 

'"l only  t h e  Lutheran Confessors  would have had 
enough f o r e s i g h t  t o  i n c l u d e  a n  a r t i c l e  on Scr ip -  
t u r e  i n  t h e  Augsburg Confess ion,  t h e n ,  modern i s t s  
of t h e  h i g h e r  c r i t i c a l  s c h o o l  who p r e f e r  t h e  l a b e l  
'Lutheran '  would he  made t o  hang t h e i r  heads  i n  
shame:" Has t h a t  thought c r o s s e d  your mind? Yes, 
today t h e  b a t t l e g r o u n d  lies i n  t h e  a r e a  encompass- 
i n g  t h e  c a n o n i c i t y ,  r e l i a b i l i t y ,  and i n e r r a n c y  s f  
S c r i p t u r e ,  and i t  would be  convenient  t o  d i r e c t  
Lutheran moderates  t o  a "black and whi te"  a r t i c l e  
on t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  t h e  Augsburg Confess ion,  But 
would t h a t  r e a l l y  convince  t h e  "Lutheran'>higher 
c r i t i c s ?  I f  t h e  p l a i n  words of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  
themselves (John P7:1.7; 2 T i m ,  3:15-17; 1 Thess ,  
2 ~ 1 3 ;  John 10:35; 2 P e t e r  1 ~ 2 1 ;  e t c . )  do n o t  con- 
v i n c e  them, s u r e l y  an a u t h o r i t a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  from 
a norma normata s o u r c e  w i l l  n o t  do t h e  job  e i t h e r .  

However, t h e  i r o n y  o f  t h e  whole m a t t e r  i s  t h a t  
t h e  a b s o l u t e  a u t h o r i t y  of  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  was a n  
under ly ing  p r i n c i p l e  deep ly  embedded i n  t h e  h e a r t s  
and minds of our  Lutheran Confess ions ,  n o t  l e a s t  
of a l l ,  t h e  Augsburg Confess ion.  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
i s  brought  o u t  i r r  t h e  P r e f a c e  t o  t h e  Book of  Con- 
cord  (1580): "We have ... purposed t o  commit our-  
s e l v e s  e x c l u s i v e l y  and o n l y ,  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  
pure ,  i n f a l l i b l e ,  and u n a l t e r a b l e  Word of God."l 

- 

* This  a r t i c l e  appeared I n  t h e  June, 1 9 i i C  LWF 
WPQRT , under the  mag o r  I~eddirrg CONFESS10 AUGUSTMA 
1530-1980 G O ~ E P I C I U T I O N  AND SELF-EXAMINATION 
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The a b s u r d i t y  of h i g h e r  c r i t  i c i sn l  among " ~ u t h -  
e r a n s "  e s p e c i a l l y  was brought  home t o  me i n  an 
a r t i c l e  by D r .  John ~eumann '  which was p u b l i s h e d  
under  t h e  a u s p i c e s  of  t h e  Lu the ran  World Federa-  
t i o n .  The purpose  of  h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  t o  examine 
t h e  Augsburg Confess ion  u s i n g  contemporary Eerme- 
n e u t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  B i b l e .  

For example,  a t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  Reumann throws o u t  
t h i s  q u e s t i o n :  ''Could Lu the r  a t  Marburg, f o r  ex- 
ample,  have  emphasized ' T h i s  i s  my body5 i f  h e  had 
had i n  mind a n  Aramaic s e n t e n c e  minus any v e r b ?  
Obvious ly ,  Reumann's c o n t e n t i o n  a s  a  h i g h e r  c r i t i c  
i s :  S i n c e  t h e  Gospels  no doubt  had a  common A r a -  
maic s o u r c e ,  and s i n c e  J e s u s  no  doubt  spoke  t h e  
words of  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  Aramaic (where t h e  c o p u l a  
verb "is" would n o t  be  u s e d ) ,  i t  i s  n o t  l e g i t i ~ n a t e  
t o  make a  s t r o n g  c a s e  f o r  t h e  r e a l  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  
Lord  ' s  S u p p e r .  

F i r s t  of  a l l ,  though,  i t  shou ld  be  r ecogn ized  
t h a t ,  j u s t  because  one would choose  t o  c o n s i d e r  
t h e  Aramaic r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  Greek ( T o t h o  i o ~ ~ v )  
does  n o t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  weaken t h e  d o c t r i n e  of  t h e  
r e a l  p r e s e n c e .  I n  f a c t ,  i f  C h r i s t  o u r  Lord used  
Aramaic, i t  would o n l y  b u t t r e s s  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  
t h e  r e a l  p r e s e n c e ,  s i n c e  t h e  omiss ion  o f  t h e  cop- 
u l a  v e r b  i s  s imply  t h e  Aramaic way of  e x p r e s s i n g  
a  p r e d i c a t e  nomina t ive .  

More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  however, Reumann d i s r e g a r d s  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  New Testament S c r i p t u r e s  were  
g iven  t o  u s  i n  t h e  language  of  t h e  Greeks.  Speak- 
i n g  o f  t h e  t e x t s ,  Donald G u t h r i e  s a y s :  "It h a s  
g e n e r a l l y  been h e l d  t h a t  i t s  e x t a n t  form shows no 
e v i d e n c e  of  t r a n s l a t i o n   reek."^ Even i f  t h e  Lord 
spoke  Aramaic i n  i n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  Lord ' s  Supper 
( a s  i s  p robab ly  t h e  c a s e ) ,  how d o e s  t h a t  undermine 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  God a l s o  h a s  g iven  u s  by v e r b a l  i n -  
s p i r a t i o n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  word i o i i , v  i n  t h e  Greek? 

k ' : s ~ i  : I: j l . ~ ~  i l  1 c ' l  : Tfli? S e l ~ t l , m g i n t  o f t  ( ' 1 1  is 
q ~ , ~ & d  i1-l t i l e  bJ62L,! ~ 3 ~ ~ ~ ; - : ; : ; ; : - , s :  3 I:::.--- + :  - - t . 2 r ig i -  
1 2 :\,it, cviin w h c r c -  tticrc arci  changes  i n  
E t l e  ldilrd i 53:; bc~  tv~cr^r t h c  Stxp'l tr,;lp i t l b  n:il! tile Old  
Teqt , imeni ,  Ile\brtl\n! ( i , e , , b~::os 5 : :t '3  ' r i 2 t a 7 : 
bi(2 : \  

? r 8 ,  w * 7 C  i iiJstl I l i  it 9 ii; ' k.  IF.^ ~ ~ l f r -  
S ~ Q ~ I  tt~rn>se ; I J ; ~ L  8 î  i bi Li: 1 i' j :iZ :i 8 3 &b--k>Lp { J Y  

'f' G o d r : 2  v ~ r h : 1 1  i n q p ~ t - ~ t  i k j * \  f t w  PJc  sq , : a s ( i + ~ ~ ~ e ~ i f  Llsage. 
Yet  , c*,iikc: :riii T ~ I :  git C I J ~ X ~  ~ ~ 1 2  i ; c .p%uaggn~ r e a l l y  
was not I lae .) I -  i gizasl l aug~r : ig~ ,  o t C he pasq:rjic, 
Simi 1 r7-I I i f R C I L I T T I ~ I ~ I I  r r l ~ l  : > l i a f  , , ' t i  i c* ~ ~ 3 ~ 1 ;  t l ~ e  
~ ~ i g f : 1 . ? ' 1  , 3 0 1;:1(1; # ) (  ijr;?l a ~ = . ~ ~ ~ l t j o n ,  

t ~ i l a t  st  i s l J. i,<: xrob 1 :.i .i *.i t. n r i ,  i t !  s ve:~ i!,j 1 l y  
i n s p i r e d  i ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ! ,  v e a s i ; ~ n ~  l ' { l i i t r j \ i n  d f ~ l a y  1 1 t 3 " i  d o c t r i n e  
of C t r e  r c  ~r l f i t  clscrrcc of  t i r . .  t; I ." ls ! ~ c _ i . ~ ! . -  ~ 1 . 1 ~ 4  blood 
i n  kka@ Str;rpe$ r r;; I ! r_rwr$ ;* 1 ~ , ~ ~ g  A , i t , , *  , t s  <',- l:!lr-x: i t 31 
d i a i  p ~ u ; ~ ,  \.r,- - P  j cia ~ , , p t b  : t :: ' -  - - " ( j E  L ~ I C  : G I I ~ > ~ w ~  

o f  t l&e T ~ j \ < i  i i j t  y t C C  t 3 i i l t  , , ' i s 1  1710~1d of 
C h ~ i s r s  a re  t r u l y  1?rcd; I; ' ! 

, u Reumann's c x i t i q t ~ . -  7 4 , .  c , r  s i OTI 

b a s i c a l l y  d e a l s  w i t  i j  r 12..  i ' r j ~ ~  i t l ~ ' i 2 i f  .i Q , , r  t b + r l  

d o c t r i n e s  :: C k ~ r i s t o l o t ~ y  a l r t i  f l s r $ - t d  i f - 1 %  t i i k  iinde-r- 
b a t h  of  t h e s e  doc t r ine l s ,  I ~ , ~ ~ ~ I * ~ ~ ~ I I :  i.>i;j>i'('t,?I i - ~  ahntirs 
h i s  t r u e  c o l o r s  as ;;cl r 3 j . b t - c  ': ~ - ~ ! j : t  . r ~ i j  i i '  , FOX 
example,  he  f o l l o w s  t_t _ - 1  l i  ' t T . i ;  8 . I  t l , ; : 7 t i i n g  
t h a t  t h e  " h i s t o r i c a  i * :" " 1 . 

6C ,>it.; E J L .  ~ I L U W  

throrng'rr S c r i p  t a r e  a4 a: " . . I )  fl I L L S _ ,  u "1 t ' [ r t ' ~  I ~ ~ 1 : 3 f '  

( C O L I ~ ' C ~ ~ S )  , We a s s r  ; l .., " '  V f xnjr- ch i ' t .  j . l e  a;.;" l i r s s~  

h r ~  i d  t o  wh3t  t i l e  t e x t s  ~ , i y  :i:i,i r r c  bj!r t i  111e : : r i t i c s  
-- ---- -- 

r:-r:c.t;st~"nct on Jesus arlf: 4 ' l o  I *:i # ,  j ~ t g y ,  ; isc.11 ~be ares. 
j ; !  ; 1 ! i~c-:; wj t l ~ c ~ u t  1 2 ~  - i ;  i t t ~ i ~ ; ;  { I I ~  < ; t Q  S ~ I I I ~  1 L 3 u i L ~  t t k x r  
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become 'Son OI C;o t l '  at t:uneta'r-rj; t i t  ?. hi_. S L ?  . i j : t ~ r e s ?  
The Con ft.5 _; i c > r l : l  s t r r  c4 y mtsc4ts r :;;by f 1 i 3  ;m b way:: was,  
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For example,  a t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  Reumann throws o u t  
t h i s  q u e s t i o n :  ''Could Lu the r  a t  Marburg, f o r  ex- 
ample,  have  emphasized ' T h i s  i s  my body5 i f  h e  had 
had i n  mind a n  Aramaic s e n t e n c e  minus any v e r b ?  
Obvious ly ,  Reumann's c o n t e n t i o n  a s  a  h i g h e r  c r i t i c  
i s :  S i n c e  t h e  Gospels  no doubt  had a  common A r a -  
maic s o u r c e ,  and s i n c e  J e s u s  no  doubt  spoke  t h e  
words of  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  Aramaic (where t h e  c o p u l a  
verb "is" would n o t  be  u s e d ) ,  i t  i s  n o t  l e g i t i ~ n a t e  
t o  make a  s t r o n g  c a s e  f o r  t h e  r e a l  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  
Lord  ' s  S u p p e r .  

F i r s t  of  a l l ,  though,  i t  shou ld  be  r ecogn ized  
t h a t ,  j u s t  because  one would choose  t o  c o n s i d e r  
t h e  Aramaic r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  Greek ( T o t h o  i o ~ ~ v )  
does  n o t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  weaken t h e  d o c t r i n e  of  t h e  
r e a l  p r e s e n c e .  I n  f a c t ,  i f  C h r i s t  o u r  Lord used  
Aramaic, i t  would o n l y  b u t t r e s s  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  
t h e  r e a l  p r e s e n c e ,  s i n c e  t h e  omiss ion  o f  t h e  cop- 
u l a  v e r b  i s  s imply  t h e  Aramaic way of  e x p r e s s i n g  
a  p r e d i c a t e  nomina t ive .  

More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  however, Reumann d i s r e g a r d s  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  New Testament S c r i p t u r e s  were  
g iven  t o  u s  i n  t h e  language  of  t h e  Greeks.  Speak- 
i n g  o f  t h e  t e x t s ,  Donald G u t h r i e  s a y s :  "It h a s  
g e n e r a l l y  been h e l d  t h a t  i t s  e x t a n t  form shows no 
e v i d e n c e  of  t r a n s l a t i o n   reek."^ Even i f  t h e  Lord 
spoke  Aramaic i n  i n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  Lord ' s  Supper 
( a s  i s  p robab ly  t h e  c a s e ) ,  how d o e s  t h a t  undermine 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  God a l s o  h a s  g iven  u s  by v e r b a l  i n -  
s p i r a t i o n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  word i o i i , v  i n  t h e  Greek? 

k ' : s ~ i  : I: j l . ~ ~  i l  1 c ' l  : Tfli? S e l ~ t l , m g i n t  o f t  ( ' 1 1  is 
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S ~ Q ~ I  tt~rn>se ; I J ; ~ L  8 î  i bi Li: 1 i' j :iZ :i 8 3 &b--k>Lp { J Y  
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R@uma~.%n a belig?: ~2 A-, "h" sgaricaa Jesuse' 
being Less Ehan e Z e . - ~ d  5% ecxr;,p3c%leIg {spposed f:s 
what i s  scated i~r Akgsberg Confession, a r e ,  111:: 
1 P Our chuz:ches a%ss teach $:ha;: t h e  Word---fiat $ s ,  
the Son of Cad----t.ock *Dn ~ ; ~ a u %  rnskare i n  t h e  womb 
of the  b l ~ g s ~ : i  v i , ~ ~ L f i  i'iai;/. "5 C d  a. L i p g l e  says: 
$ 8  In  cahX%n; b , t ,  5 s :  %he k b ~ d  wh3 i.s r t l~~e Son of Godg 

pla in  ccnfcs&"ow 2 s fiba%4$2 -2% $:l-te p:e-exX stenee and 
of the esaea~-~.j Z e i j -  J LJ.;tf Jcs : ,~  C h g i s t ,  as f s  
set f o r ~ h  a z e  ? k h ~  PTCLOPIL~~.  0s c l i  S i t ,  Jok~n's GcspeE 
(John l a 3-64;. "'- R a . , ~ i  6 ! L, Keraiitann ignores the 
precise s&ace:seaes .if S c u i ~ g u i e  :-",ykkich azzest  f--J 

Chri%e% fc23- dprrt-y* t * ~ ~ :  LrrP, $;:L6, 17; 2 ~ 9 ,  
- e Qf C ~ P U ~ S ~ ,  ~5 22 il "2tt:-i- '--. BC H,:ir~a~ x.~ould IIGC 

be concerned ~ b a o c  ~ 9 : -  ., L , . - ~ P  : > ~ a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e x r L R ,  since 
he holds t f-ch-c -&a b~ p ,c, 6 cpa: --.:ct e2s$ve rbtda~-- 
t i o n  over e % ~ n g  persd :-i ciatv it~hich allows  he 
propagat ion sf e-n3s., i.5 I 0 the passages Reumann 
sugges t s  (Ac is 1 3 : 37 ; lS3znar~.s 1 4 they Jn no %gay 
deny Christ %  pi;^.^;- r: a~:ai-l; i- ij::. i I*';; r a ~ h e ~  , t i a g z y  
po in t  to %he xes8,.:r ;i_t.i..i;~n a,., p ~ ; i a s  ilf Christ's - * -- 
d e i t y  

14atursI 2. ., s,na eP ;e *ghn h-3, T~I+A*-  a ~ars~-~u%c~derstawd- 
i ng  of GI~r.ts< c Io~g .:,+*fi m~%'r;r -35 t+xpeL Led ea38 mj ss 
t h e  mank mrgi: : i~;i;r~: lL: 8-22 J~-c~~r-~g~e of Justg-rifi-- 
ca t ion,  Ae~gzt,a:~:g a",.,,-,l,tp,s~i c""!tI a r t  Z-V s tates  : - F "Men caitnol - 1 ,  . :  ~>:?X(I .re COG by "Lheir ~m-g 

s t r e n g t h ,  Irtei:xE:s, G I  .fir3';!ts h . 7 ~  8 y - g  ir,-eel-y j : a s t i - -  
f i e d  for C%PT&: ':i :;b~~e @l?l-~1-t-i:ig;~ i a i t -h  wigen .fi!-t~yl 

believe that t;ki+-::' r" s ' ~ ; e * ~ ~ : t  I - r s t c ~  fdoo; and 
their s i n s  ai-e f:: ~! 'VPIL  ira ~ ! ' : l U ~ h . r i :  8 % .  G i ~ - i . i ~ t  k9gt63 

by H i s  d e a t h  made ~ a k , i s k a c t l . s n  fsc ,-ou~: s i n s ,  T h i s  
f a i t h  God im i1.r e; f a r  jghreoi ts~~ess i l l  His s ighr  
(Rom, 3 , 4 ) ,  8 3 7  

Sywex g i s a  it:-% 4 2-y ( r ! ~ ~ : ~ k ~ j f  ";!%at d d ~ a x j p t i ~ n  f s 
too m i l d ) ,  Keinfnaan has izhe g a l l  ;-o sc~y:  '''The Con- 
fessis kr~gsj.;st .,. ;:,Ls . n * : ~  C t > f x ~ ~ < ;  .?P 1 8 ~ 1 ~  ~JI~O place 
what j u s t l f i r s :  ilf r g  i : c ~ , -  1: t -y S ~ P S  .;"d@k<f'tli~ a23 $ 2 ~  

i ' 4 ~ 1 ~ \ L - g  : a7 ,g? j~6 ;41  :1- T r d e t ~ d  c~ojifi mlght ash -rdz~_~kE%er i t  

pra-hrrpq -- ----- caven G ~ r " " ~ ~ ~ - m ~ J I g  C J C  way 4.0 put: 4 5  -- f o r  -.----. tksp 

Refoa-mc-rs  fra 1530, b u t  mot i he s ~ l y  wity '' Again9 
"--A-----p-"-- --- - " - -  - "  
he says  ; "AS prcfser; L C ~  j.11 d . ^ ~ c ?  s o u l  i- c C I Q ,  i~le?-rts 

and CA I V ,  j t e~< t i f i ca%ian  ~ ; a  U E ~ F - ~ P S  nook: sr: 11~1lch an -- ---- ---- - --- - " -.- -- - - " .  -- 
a r t i o n  of God o r  atts‘j-butt o f  hi:: 2s it dot.:; f a i t h  ------- -------- ------ - -- -- .--- 
on our  p a r t  counted by Cod a s  ri-ght-eausncss ,, and 
hence i t  is  ' t h e  f a i t h  t ha t  b l o t s  o u t  s i n ,  V E i v i n g  
in r igh teousness  FS more gmromincnt. t h a n  W P  might 
expect, God's sav ing  r igh teousness  less S O , ' '  Once 
more, he adds : " J u s t i f  l c a t i s n  i s  thles Inf_-r,c>spe1 
paradigm, by which o t h e r  ways of p u t t i n g  the  goad 
news must be measured, But a paradigm jmpl i e s  
other  examples i n  t he  same class w i l l .  func t ion  
l i k e  i t  i n  p resen t ing  t h e  good news,'' (The  ernphaseb 
i n  these  s ta tements  a re  h i s , )  

Why d o e s n P t  Reumann openly confess h i s  d e n i a l  
of t h e  t each ings  i n  t h e  Augsburg Confession? From 
a r t i c l e  PV, how could anyone claim $ha t  t h e  Csn fe s -  
8o r s  den ig ra t e  cod ' s  role. in j u s t i f i c a t i a ln  o r  t h a t  
they leave room f o r  an a l t e rna t ive  t o  s a l v a t i o n ?  
"It w a s  a se t t l ed  mat te r  wi th  our  Reformers t h a t  
J u s t i f i c a t i o n  w h i c h  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h c  forgj-veness 
a f  s i n s  has  i t s  source exe lu s ive ly  i n  t h e  grace of 

inner, God, i n  H i s  e t e r n a l  compassion w i t h  t h e  sq $$8 

The passage, Romans 3 ~ 2 4 ,  should be ingra ined  i n  
~eumann ' s  s k u l l  t h e  way i t  w a s  i n  L u t h e r ' s ,  

~ e u m a n n ~ s  a r t i c l e  is a conc re t e  example s f  how 
h igher  c r i t i c i s m  among moderate " ~ u t h e r a n s "  w i l l  
go t o  no ends to r a t i o n a l i z e  i t s  merits and a t t e m p t  
t o  f l y  under t h e  banner of %he Augsburg Confession 
a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  No w o n d e r  many Lutheran l a y  
people  today a r e  confused: With t e ache r s  like 
Reumann i n s t r u c t i n g  f u t u r e  Lutheran pastors,  the  
t r u e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  Augsburg Confession may never 
be  heard i n  the  f u t u r e  from t h e  p u l p i t s  of l i b e r a l  
Lutheran church bodies ,  Higher c r i t i c i sm can only 
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OUT OF HER BAS'1' -- THE EVMGELECAL LUTEKm SYNOD* 

The History of the  Former Norwegian Synod 
(1953 - 1919) 

The Synod Convention i n  191.5 

A t  t h e  Convention of t h e  Synod i n  Minneapolis i n  
1913 an i n v i t a t i o n  had been i s sued  t o  t h e  Synod 
t o  hold i t s  1915 Convention i n  San Francisco,  and 
t h i s  i n v i t a t i o n  had been accepted,  D r .  H ,  G .  Stub 
s a i d  i n  h i s  Report i n  1915 t h a t  t he  main reason 
f o r  t he  holding of t h e  Convention i n  San Francisco 
w a s  cons ide ra t i on  f o r  t h e  bre thren  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  
D i s t r i c t .  I f  t h e  Synod ever  should hold a conven- 
t i o n  on t he  P a c i f i c  Coast i t  would have t o  be i n  
1915 when t h e  Panama-Pacific Exposi t ion i n  San 
Francisco would draw many Norsemen t h i t h e r .  It was 
expected t h a t  t h e  a t tendance  would be smal l  a s  corn- 
pared with previous yea r s .  No s p e c i a l  mat te r  was t o  
be considered a t  t h i s  Convention a s  i t  had been de- 
c ided t h a t  t h e  mat te r  of t h e  Union should no t  be 
considered.  

Cer ta in  s e s s ions  of t h e  Convention were omitted i n  
o rder  t o  make allowance f o r  a t t endance  a t  t h e  
Exposi t ion.  The Convention began on Sunday, May 30, 
1915. Thursday, June 3,  was designated a s  "Norway 
Day" a t  t h e  Exposi t ion,  and D r .  Stub had promised 
t o  speak on t h e  occasion,  That day, p lu s  one addi- 
t i o n a l  a f te rnoon ,  was s t r i c k e n  from t h e  program of 
t he  Convent i on ,  

Though t he  mat te r  of Union was no t  before  t h e  Con- 
ventiota. D r .  Stub repor ted  t h a t  no p r o t e s t  had 
been received aga in s t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  had been 
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adopted i n  t h e  matter of t h e  Union. T h r e e  congre- 
g a t i o n s ,  namely t h o s e  i n  D e e r f i e l d ,  Be la i t ,  and 
McFarland, Wisconsin,  had submit ted  d~cLaratdsns 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  that they were in agreement w i t h  t h e  
n e g a t i v e  v o t e  of the r e spec t ive  p a s t o r  o r  repre>-- 
s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e s e  congrega t ions  i n  tine Uniun 
m a t t e r ,  And h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e s e  might  indirectly 
be  regarded a s  a p r o t e s t ,  

T h e  Unricrt Comrilf:rees of tile three ca r i fe r r ing  b o d i e s  
had h e l d  j o i n c  i r iee~ings  i n  A p r i l  and i n  Elay, 1915, 
The r e s o i u t - i s a s  i hat the  J o i n t  Union Committee had 
accep ted  a t  these rr~eetiags uere r e p o r t e d  and a l s o  
the  proposed C o r ~ s e i t t l t i u n  of t h e  new church body 
was presented,  

One of the resn5_ut i r j~s  was t h e  folhwi .ag: :  

Reso lved :  In t h ~  .;aat:er of t h e  o k j e c c i o n s  t h a t  
have been s e a t e d  concerning t h e  so -ca l l ed  "judg-  
ment" of B x .  S t u b ' s  rheses on E l e c ~ i o n ,  r e f e r r e d  
t o  i n  t h e  p r e s i d e n t "  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  United 
c h u r c h ' s  annual  mee t ing  i n  1910 ( t h a t  D r .  S t u b ' s  
t h e s e s  c o n t a i n e d  unb ib lhca l  and un-Lutheran 
d o c t r i n e ) ,  t h e  J o i n t  Union Committee d e c l a r e s :  

~ p g j d ~  is barb ds r cga id s  i ts  name and i ts  ----- - 
pLrpc>se and c s ~ a ~ z n t  a seetlement between 
t h e  three  b o d i e s  i x i  r12e s t r i f e  about E k e c -  
t i o n ,  Th:zlxaf~xe the acceptance o f  Opgjdr -- 
is reghrded as a r l ec iava t i sn  t h a t  ax% gre- 
v i ~ t ~ s  a ~ ~ a s a t ~ - o n ~  asrd judgnnents f a l l ,  

fE6itorPs .ad$@: T h i s  was n o t  a r e t r ac t ion  
o f  tirat-. judgnieae on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  U'ilited 
Churc2-r. r / J i ~ h  %he acceptance wi~houdt  X C S ~ T -  

v a t i o n  ~ k -  t h e  Se~ogsd For111 o f  t he  d o c t r i n e  
of E l ec t i on  i n  3-z-J$r t h e  United Church had --- 
g o t t e n  what i t  wanted ,  It c o u l i  now say  
t h a t  i t  found D r ,  Schmid t ' s  d o c t r i n e  i n  

n o t  Dr, ~alrher's and t h e  Synod's  
d o c t r i n e ,  A , M , k i , )  

Another r e s o l u t i o n  was t o  t h e  e f f e c t  tisat l a y  a c t i -  
v i t y  i n  t h e  church ,  a s  p r a c t i c e d  i n  t h e  Bauge Synod, 
was n o t  t o  b e  regarded a s  unchurchly  o r  f a n a t i c a l .  
T h i s  was t o  be added t o  t h e  requ i rements  f o r  Union. 

The Synod Convention i n  1916 

The Synod he ld  a  s p e c i a l  convent ion i n  1916 i n  Zion 
Lutheran Church, North Minneapol is ,  Rev, C h r i s t i a n  
Anderson, p a s t o r ,  May 18-24, 1916. The Church 
Counci l  had decided t h a t  t h i s  s p e c i a l  convent ion 
should  be  h e l d ,  and P r e s i d e n t  Stub was asked t o  
announce same. I n  h i s  Report  t o  t h e  Convention,  
D r .  Stub s a i d  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  m a t t e r  on account  of 
which t h i s  meet ing was c a l l e d  was t h a t  which goes 
under t h e  name o f  t h e  Union Mat te r  o r  t h e  u n i t i n g  
of t h e  t h r e e  c o n f e r r i n g  church bod ies  i n t o  one body, 
T h i s  had been t h e  aim of a l l  t h e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  t h a t  
had been he ld  s i n c e  t h e  y e a r  1905, Reasons f o r  
un ion ,  a s  given by t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  were : 

United miss ion  work, a v o i d i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  of 
r i v a l  congrega t ions  going by t h e  name of Lutheran,  
t h e  s c h o o l s  would r e c e i v e  g r e a t e r  s u p p o r t ,  t h e  
t e a c h i n g  f o r c e  would be  a b l e  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  i t s  
e f f o r t s ,  t h e  day s c h o o l s  would r e c e i v e  r e i n f o r c e -  
ment and a  t e a c h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n  would be  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
miss ion  work i n  hea then  l a n d s  would be  f u r t h e r e d ,  
t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  connected w i t h  t h e  language- 
change would have a  s o l u t i o n  i n  t h a t  one congre- 
g a t i o n  i n  an  a r e a  could  be Norwegian, t h e  o t h e r  
E n g l i s h ,  and t h e r e  is  t h e  need among o u r  Norwegian 
church people  t o  come t o g e t h e r  and,  a s  f a r  a s  pos- 
s i b l e ,  e r a d i c a t e  t h e  s c a r s  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  from t h e  
p rev ious  c o n t r o v e r s i e s ,  The purpose  of  t h i s  con- 
v e n t i o n ,  he  s a i d ,  was t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
of t h e  body t h a t  w i l l  be brought  i n t o  be ing ,  and 
o t h e r  m a t t e r s .  



adopted i n  t h e  matter of t h e  Union. T h r e e  congre- 
g a t i o n s ,  namely t h o s e  i n  D e e r f i e l d ,  Be la i t ,  and 
McFarland, Wisconsin,  had submit ted  d~cLaratdsns 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  that they were in agreement w i t h  t h e  
n e g a t i v e  v o t e  of the r e spec t ive  p a s t o r  o r  repre>-- 
s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e s e  congrega t ions  i n  tine Uniun 
m a t t e r ,  And h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e s e  might  indirectly 
be  regarded a s  a p r o t e s t ,  

T h e  Unricrt Comrilf:rees of tile three ca r i fe r r ing  b o d i e s  
had h e l d  j o i n c  i r iee~ings  i n  A p r i l  and i n  Elay, 1915, 
The r e s o i u t - i s a s  i hat the  J o i n t  Union Committee had 
accep ted  a t  these rr~eetiags uere r e p o r t e d  and a l s o  
the  proposed C o r ~ s e i t t l t i u n  of t h e  new church body 
was presented,  

One of the resn5_ut i r j~s  was t h e  folhwi .ag: :  

Reso lved :  In t h ~  .;aat:er of t h e  o k j e c c i o n s  t h a t  
have been s e a t e d  concerning t h e  so -ca l l ed  "judg-  
ment" of B x .  S t u b ' s  rheses on E l e c ~ i o n ,  r e f e r r e d  
t o  i n  t h e  p r e s i d e n t "  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  United 
c h u r c h ' s  annual  mee t ing  i n  1910 ( t h a t  D r .  S t u b ' s  
t h e s e s  c o n t a i n e d  unb ib lhca l  and un-Lutheran 
d o c t r i n e ) ,  t h e  J o i n t  Union Committee d e c l a r e s :  

~ p g j d ~  is barb ds r cga id s  i ts  name and i ts  ----- - 
pLrpc>se and c s ~ a ~ z n t  a seetlement between 
t h e  three  b o d i e s  i x i  r12e s t r i f e  about E k e c -  
t i o n ,  Th:zlxaf~xe the acceptance o f  Opgjdr -- 
is reghrded as a r l ec iava t i sn  t h a t  ax% gre- 
v i ~ t ~ s  a ~ ~ a s a t ~ - o n ~  asrd judgnnents f a l l ,  

fE6itorPs .ad$@: T h i s  was n o t  a r e t r ac t ion  
o f  tirat-. judgnieae on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  U'ilited 
Churc2-r. r / J i ~ h  %he acceptance wi~houdt  X C S ~ T -  

v a t i o n  ~ k -  t h e  Se~ogsd For111 o f  t he  d o c t r i n e  
of E l ec t i on  i n  3-z-J$r t h e  United Church had --- 
g o t t e n  what i t  wanted ,  It c o u l i  now say  
t h a t  i t  found D r ,  Schmid t ' s  d o c t r i n e  i n  

n o t  Dr, ~alrher's and t h e  Synod's  
d o c t r i n e ,  A , M , k i , )  

Another r e s o l u t i o n  was t o  t h e  e f f e c t  tisat l a y  a c t i -  
v i t y  i n  t h e  church ,  a s  p r a c t i c e d  i n  t h e  Bauge Synod, 
was n o t  t o  b e  regarded a s  unchurchly  o r  f a n a t i c a l .  
T h i s  was t o  be added t o  t h e  requ i rements  f o r  Union. 

The Synod Convention i n  1916 

The Synod he ld  a  s p e c i a l  convent ion i n  1916 i n  Zion 
Lutheran Church, North Minneapol is ,  Rev, C h r i s t i a n  
Anderson, p a s t o r ,  May 18-24, 1916. The Church 
Counci l  had decided t h a t  t h i s  s p e c i a l  convent ion 
should  be  h e l d ,  and P r e s i d e n t  Stub was asked t o  
announce same. I n  h i s  Report  t o  t h e  Convention,  
D r .  Stub s a i d  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  m a t t e r  on account  of 
which t h i s  meet ing was c a l l e d  was t h a t  which goes 
under t h e  name o f  t h e  Union Mat te r  o r  t h e  u n i t i n g  
of t h e  t h r e e  c o n f e r r i n g  church bod ies  i n t o  one body, 
T h i s  had been t h e  aim of a l l  t h e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  t h a t  
had been he ld  s i n c e  t h e  y e a r  1905, Reasons f o r  
un ion ,  a s  given by t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  were : 

United miss ion  work, a v o i d i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  of 
r i v a l  congrega t ions  going by t h e  name of Lutheran,  
t h e  s c h o o l s  would r e c e i v e  g r e a t e r  s u p p o r t ,  t h e  
t e a c h i n g  f o r c e  would be  a b l e  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  i t s  
e f f o r t s ,  t h e  day s c h o o l s  would r e c e i v e  r e i n f o r c e -  
ment and a  t e a c h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n  would be  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
miss ion  work i n  hea then  l a n d s  would be  f u r t h e r e d ,  
t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  connected w i t h  t h e  language- 
change would have a  s o l u t i o n  i n  t h a t  one congre- 
g a t i o n  i n  an  a r e a  could  be Norwegian, t h e  o t h e r  
E n g l i s h ,  and t h e r e  is  t h e  need among o u r  Norwegian 
church people  t o  come t o g e t h e r  and,  a s  f a r  a s  pos- 
s i b l e ,  e r a d i c a t e  t h e  s c a r s  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  from t h e  
p rev ious  c o n t r o v e r s i e s ,  The purpose  of  t h i s  con- 
v e n t i o n ,  he  s a i d ,  was t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
of t h e  body t h a t  w i l l  be brought  i n t o  be ing ,  and 
o t h e r  m a t t e r s .  



The f o l l o w i n g  ResoluGions i n  t h e  matter of Union 
were adopted by m a j o r i t y  v o t e :  

I. The Synod adopted t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  
contemplated new church body and bound i t -  
s e l f  t o  u n i t e  w i t h  i t .  ( T h i s  Reso lu t ion  
was proposed by Judge A .  Grindeland and 
seconded by Rev, G. T-  Lee, The v o t e  was 
522 f o r ,  202 a g a i n s t  .) 

2.  The Synod d e c l a r e d  t h a t  i n  c a s e  Hauge's 
Synod r e f u s e d  t o  go a l o n g ,  t h e  Synod would 
n e v e r t h e l e s s  u n i t e  w i t h  t h e  United Church 
t o  form a new o r g a n i z a t i o n .  (Proposed by 
Rev, B .  E ,  Bergeson, seconded by Rev, N, Bde. 
The  vote: 491 f o r ,  187 a g a i n s t , )  

3. The  Church Council  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  s t e p s  t o  b r i n g  about t h i s  un ion ,  
t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e  p r o p e r t y  and,  if n e c e s s a r y ,  
t o  g e t  t h e  synod 's  C h a r t e r  changed so t h a t  
"Its a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  might be 
p u t  beyond ques t ion . "  (Proposed by Judge 
A .  Grindeland,  seconded by Rev, 0 .  J. Kvale. 
The v o t e  was 482 f o r ,  1 8 1  a g a i n s t . )  

Discuss ion  

Fifty-two pages of  t h e  1916 Synodical  Repor t  are 
requ i red  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  and o t h e r  mot ions  
i n  t h e  Union Mat te r .  We h e r e  p r e s e n t  a  t r a n s l a t i o n  
of some of  i t ,  

The Rev. I .  B .  T o r r i s o n ,  one o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  of  t h e  
Minor i ty ,  proposed a s u b s t i t u t e  motion which had 
94 s i g n a t u r e s  a s  fo l lows :  

S ince  a l a r g e  m i n o r i t y  i n  t h e  Synod, of whom t h e  
undersigned a r e  a  p a r t ,  f o r  consc ience '  s a k e  
cannot go a l o n g  i n  t h e  union u n t i l  Opgjdr is 
c o r r e c t e d  s o  t h a t  Paragraph 1 and t h e  words 

dcceptance o r "  i n  P a r a g r a p h  4 arc  s t r i c k e n ,  and 
i n  Yardgraph 3 the  r e f e r ence  t o  t h e  11 th  A r t i c l e  
of t h e  Fori11ul;r of ConcorcS. be e x p a n d e d ,  st9 a s  to 
read:  "Paragraph 1 - 20", t h e r e f o r e  t h e  under- 
s i g n e d ,  who o the rwise  ~ - e g a r d  a 51'3 i t  in. t h e  
Synod ur tavu idab l  e , recornmer~d t lnat t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
u e s o l u t i o n  b e  accep ted :  

The Synod c a l l s  upon t h e  United Church and 
t h e  Hauge Synod t o  a c c e p t ,  a t  t h e i r  f o r t h -  
coming annual  conven t ions ,  t h e s e  changes i n  
Opgjbr and i n  t h e  corresponding s t a t e m e n t s  
in " ~ e s o l u t i o n , "  and d e c l a r e s  t h a t  t h e  accep- 
t a n c e  of t h e  new C o n s t i t u t i o n  be postponed 
u n t i l  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  has  been co~npl ied  w i t h .  

A f t e r  a longer  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  was l a i d  
on t h e  t a b l e .  

P a s t o r  9, A .  Thorsen spoke as fo l lows :  

The r i g h t  manner of p roceed ing ,  I t h i n k ,  i s  t h a t  
b e f o r e  we e n t e r  upon c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  
a s  regards  a  new c o n s t i t u t i o n  we ought t o  h e a r  
from t h e  Peace Committee which was e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  Sioux F a l l s .  Th i s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on account  
of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  u n i t y  i n  t h e  mat- 
t e r  of t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  ( b e t i n g e l s e r n e )  f o r  union.  
A l a r g e r  m i n o r i t y  voted a g a i n s t ,  The committee 
t 5 a t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  was t o  i r o n  ou t  t h i s  d i s -  
u n i t y .  There fo re  w e  ought t o  h e a r  what t h i s  
committee h a s  done. 

I con t inue  t o  hold  t h a t  I cannot  go a l o n g  on 
t h e s e  s t i p u l a t i o n s  wi thou t  v i o l a t i n g  my consc ience .  
it is  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  1 s h a l l  be a l o n g  i n  d e c l a r i n g  
t h a t  t h e  United Church and t h e  Synod a r e  agreed 
i n  d o c t r i n e .  Th i s  I s e l f - e v i d e n t l y  cannot do 
s i n c e  I am s u r e  of  i t  t h a t  t h i s  is  n o t  t h e  c a s e .  
And t o  be  s u r e  of  t h i s  we need on ly  t o  l i s t e n  
t o  t h e  c l e a r  e x p r e s s i o n s  from bo th  s i d e s .  
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A certain kind o f  has been brsugh% about,  
But what daes  that help whew t h e  t w o  sides have 
an entirely different unders tandhg of c h i s  

? Leading men and o the r s  also 4ii the 
Synod f i n d  t h e  Syaod's and Wal%herQs doctrine 

w h i l e  l e a d i n g  men and o the r s  i n  eke 
United Church firid Dr, S c b i d t B s  docgrlne i n  it, 
h d  k h i s  disagreement Sclimidt and h i s  followers 
regarded a s  so ser ious  that they had ks s p l i t  
the  Synod sn account sf it, Can we %hen now 
declare tAat we are agreed? P t  i s  no t  safe nor 
advisab le  ES ace con t r a ry  t o  one's conscience, 
Tha% i s  t z : ~ ~  f i o w  as it was i n  l 3 u t h e u 8 s  day, 
TherefoK..e, before ::~e en&er upon $he cansidera-a 
t i o n  s f  ehe yraposrd r e s o l u t i o n  aboekg eons t i t u - -  
t i o n ,  let %IS hear w f i a r  etae Peace Cormittee has 
accompEistazd, 

P a s t  o r  Thos , N f  $ s s s r r  : 

P a s t o r  'l'arri son ' s  reso lur  Jon is  a s u b s t i t u t e  
and must  be got ed on, If  one votes for i t ,  
then i 2  lneans t h a z  w e  d e c i d e  ts depa r t  from 
the ailaeter 0x1 a;.*:ou~t of which this meet ing i s  
cal led,  ZL mearls t h a e  che en t i  re m a t t e r  s f  
union sIaa lB s t o p  now* Torrison's resc~ution 
would ha%? t h e  r e s u l t  o f  zou~~ te rac t i l eg  the cause 
on account -,f ~ h - t c k  t h e  Synod IS dsszinbPed, P 
hope t h i s  substit:gte will be 31ol;ed d ~ w n  and 
Judge &",ri.n~1,3eZand's r e s s lu r ion  will be ~ C C C J ~ L ~ ,  
I hope triis vi.1 I be voeed down an accsaant s f  
t h e  unkos-t. matter and f o r  the honor of  &RE Synod, 

P a s t o r  T o r r i s o n  read h i s  resolution and Chen said: 

T h i s  document was s igned  a% a meet ing las t  n igh t ,  
There are about 90 s ignatures ,  A coup le  other 
l ists have gone around s o  thag one should have 
t h e  spportuni&p t o  s ign  them, They are not  y e t  
i n  my hands, We do n o t  deny thisp W e  wish that 
t h o s e  who s t a n d  w i t h  us  should express i t  here 

s o  w e  may know who they  a r e ,  For u s  i t  i s  a  
m a t t e r  of consc ience ;  and when one h a s  something 
on h i s  consc ience  one is w i l l i n g  @o s u f f e r  f o r  
i t ,  and t h o s e  who have s igned a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  do 
j u s t  t h a t .  It is  no t  t r u e  t h a t  we under no c i r -  
cumstances want union.  We s a y :  Make t h e s e  
changes,  and we w i l l  go a long ,  These changes 
a r e  of such a  n a t u r e  t h a t  they  a r e  needed. C la r -  
i f i c a t i o n s  have come from many s o u r c e s  concern ing  
t h e s e  t h i n g s .  We have accepted paragraph 1 i n  
Opgjdr w i t h  e x p l a n a t i o n s .  What does  t h a t  mean? 
It means t h a t  i f  t h e  United Church does  n o t  go 
a l o n g  w i t h  our  e x p l a n a t i o n s  and h a s  a n o t h e r  
unders tand ing  of paragraph 1 than w e  have,  then 
t h e r e  i s  no t  r e a l l y  agreement.  A new manner of 
speaking has  now come i n t o  t h e  Synod. I t  i s  now 
heard  t h a t  a  " s l u r "  has  been thrown over  " t h e  
pure  d o c t r i n e . "  We a r e  not  on ly  t o  show l o v e ,  
bu t  a l s o  be f a i t h f u l  i n  our  c o n f e s s i o n ;  l o v e  
i t s e l f  r e q u i r e s  t h a t .  I f  we a r e  n o t  t h a t ,  then  
we a r e  soon gone. A s  Lu the r  s a i d  a t  Worms, s o  
s a y  we: "Here I s t a n d ;  I cannot  do o the rwise . "  
There a r e  now a  coup le  hundred h e r e  who f i n d  
themselves  burdened i n  t h e i r  consc ience ,  They 
t h i n k  they  cannot go a l o n g  w i t h  i t .  Three of 
our  t h e o l o g i c a l  p r o f e s s o r s  a r e  among t h e s e  
s i g n e r s ,  and t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  who s t a n d  l i k e  
them. 

I n  Opgjdr,  p o i n t  4 ,  i t  s a y s :  " .... weaken man's 
f e e l i n g  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  over  toward t h e  accep- 
t a n c e  o r  r e j e c t i o n  of g race . "  Here we a s k  t h a t  
t h e  words "acceptance  o r "  be  s t r i c k e n ,  D r ,  Stub 
got  t h e  p a r e n t h e s e s  s t r i c k e n .  I f  t h i s  assembly 
a s k s  t h e  o t h e r  church b o d i e s  t o  do t h i s ,  then  I 
am n o t  s u r e  b u t  what they w i l l  go a long  w i t h  our  
r e q u e s t ,  There fo re  I a s k  t h a t  w e  do no t  go over  
t h i s  s u p e r f i c i a l l y .  W e  a s k  i n  a s  humble a  manner 
a s  we can i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  We must do what we can  
t o  a r r i v e  a t  r e a l  agreement -- now o r  never .  A l l  
who a r e  w i t h  us  a t  h e a r t  should  now l e t  i t  be seen .  
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t h i s  s u p e r f i c i a l l y .  W e  a s k  i n  a s  humble a  manner 
a s  we can i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  We must do what we can  
t o  a r r i v e  a t  r e a l  agreement -- now o r  never .  A l l  
who a r e  w i t h  us  a t  h e a r t  should  now l e t  i t  be seen .  



Upon mot ion of R e v ,  M , ~ d e ,  i t  was now resolved 
t o  l a y  Pascor  %orrison's substitute motion on the 
t a b l e .  

P r o f ,  C ,  K ,  Preus (another leader of &he Minsrigy):  

I will ask abau% one th ing ,  It is  here resolved 
t h a t ,  i n  place s f  the  Constitution w e  now have, 
w e  are to aecepz m e  t h a t  2s changed i n  most 
p o i n t s  - and t h a t  at- a spec fa l  canvention, Bow 
can t h a t  be  l a ~ ~ f ~ % ?  OUT esnst i$ugion says t h a t  
changes can be ~rkade only a t  regular  meetings, 

W e  have heard adn~ow~cissns  from God's Word ts 
act  and go forward i n  Esve, Scr ip tu re  passages 
have Peen read and it has been explained h6v we 
should d e a l  w i t h  weak bre thren  when it perta%ns 
ao things chat nei ther  are comanded nor far-  
bidden i n  t h e  Bible,  and ye t  the matter Ss d r i - ~  
ven forward wi thou t  concern f o r  our conscience 
o r  our reques ts ,  And yet  w e  a r e  brethren.  
4 e 0 0  

W e  are asking t h a t  be corrected i n  these 
three po in t s ,  That will obvia te  t h e  m b i g u i t g ,  
I f  t h e  Sped asks the  o t h e r  church bodies to 
make these  co r rec t ions ,  then I be l ieve  %hat  they  
w i l l  go along wi th  i t ,  a t  l e a s t  the majori ty.  

jrjst l ike  ~ i _ i ) i ~ ,  k;ie refuseci  t o  S ~ Z I ; I P .  p r o f ,  $!,tub 
w a s  agreed w j r h  us iri t h i s  I k n f -  S t u b  $~loks 
ar: i t  d i f f e r c r l ~  l y  zbarl we i ~ ~ w ,  T have n o t  corn* 
St> ~ S I Y  t h3 t -  1 3pp fllq-31 f S t - t r  j 7 1 1 i  r,q-li)jlriax1.s 

t . a u g t ~ %  J. i k e  us oi_ kearh  r-ik- i s -  i?c:i+.rp 

Tn 1883 we 1 1  1 1 1  r-i. %IF>PY f TOiis Z 11'' ; "I~TTI ' r l l c r~~th  

t h a &  w e  w e r p  f a l s e  t e a c h e r s ,  t h g t *  w e  should  be 
d e p n ~ e i d ~  all of u s s  f i a v ~  t h e y  t a k e n  t h a t  back? 
O r  have l f i ey  changed t ? l ~ i r  d9r t  r f n e ?  Tkey say, 
Nu, Well t h m ,  have  we our d o ( - t r i n e ?  
b r e  say ,  No, 

Thtzs i t  i s  - at tha t  tiarre we werc sracll f a l s e  
teact-rcrs that %hey 'r-nad I-st d e p a r t  f"-t elm us; we 
were s o  d i s a g r e e d  t h a t  we csu3.d rlot s t a n d  to- 
geeher ,  Then, 5 a s k :  W O W )  i l ~  a11 the w o r l d ,  
can we b e  agreed now when none of t h e  part ies 
h a s  changed any t h i n g ?  

Here i t  i s  t h a t  our  consc ience  e n t e r s  i n  and 
wi l l  n o t  g i v e  u s  peace ,  Here o u r  conscience 
a s k s  f o r  c l a r i t y ,  m o t  ambiguity, And I f  we 
r e a l l y  a re  agreed ,  t h e n  t h e  U-a-kited ChurcIi w i l l  
a s s i s t  as and m a k e  these changes in - Opg$dr, -- --- i f  
the Synod comes with  a F r i e n d l y  r e q u e s t  f o r  i t .  

Without daub% t h e r e  a r e  many who do not  under- 
s tand what is a t  s t ake  here. But f o r  u s  i t  i s  Pas%or Thomas Nilsson: 
a matter  of eonscience, and whether w e  w i l l  be B e . + S e  

believed o r  n o t ,  t h a t  which is a t  s t ake  here  is They c a l k  a b o u t  consc iencr .  1 s a y :  X t  i s  a 
whether we s h a l l  s tand upon God's Word o r  depar t  inai:2er O F  consc ience  to  gt.t izrlicrre, a r ~ d  t h a t  now, 
from i t  - whether we a r e  of t h e  Majority or idhy? i t  i s  a matter of c:>u~scaierlce $.a speak truth. 
Minority. T h e  Synod h a s  now, year a f t e r  year, spoken of  it 

If P should now s ign  WITHOUT WSERVATION , 
then 1 waul8 dese r t  t h a t  which I confessed along 
with my fa the r  i n  $he e i g h t i e s  and an account of 
which w e  were deposed. A t  t h a t  t i m e  we were t o  
sign the  same th ing  t h a t  is written here  in 
paragraph 1, Tkey demanded t h a t  a t  t h a t  t ime, 

 hat WE waxit: union; we have e s t a h l i  shed  committees ; 
w e  have v o t e d  over these t h i n g s  and have meant 
samething by i t ,  We have g iven  o u r  promises - 
i n  Opgjdr w e  g i v e  t h e  promise tha t  we want union.  
We have accep ted  t h e  requi.re~nei-rts f o r  u r l ion .  It 
is a matter of conscience that- w r ,  b o t h  h e f o r e  
God and men, keep these p r o m i s e s ,  
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P a s t o r  3 ,  A, Thorsea: 

a * ¶ * *  

I n  our Gana%iks1,&4.0aa i t  says  that Lhe Synod is 
o n l y  advisory o -zer ~oward t h e  congrega t ions ,  
This is  not: %n ~ h e  new one, 

Again and ..gdiA~ *;re are ~ o P d  that i n  1912 2 
was acce~2te:i  2 1 - ~ s t  u n a n i ~ a u s % p ,  But i f  anyone 
now stand. .ii C i  cren; ly 33 regartis 92%j&, t h i s  
is c e n s v ~ ~ d  '3,s wrsng, :~e t  even unchristian, I 
t h ink  this 43 bad ly  spaken, 1 voted against 
po in t  1 in O u i ~ - i $ s  ss f c  starrds, Bert even if 

---A. -- 
one vored L -*;- < + r i ~ c 3 ~  w i t h  the exp l ane t i sn s  thaz  
i t  received, eken i* does nee fal%ow t h a t  one 

::Q 8 & "  .:s;E~ F ~ P ~ . T  'Fkewe has come f n f o r m t i o n  
from the il:li.-egl P rhat i t  understands gpgi& 
d i f  f erenrf y ktr un a? e a i  t h e  Synod unders tand it, 
and then there S - i  goad xezsrs;rp? f o r  Pooklrrg more 
c l o s e l y  st re::**.* ehis dc~,cument says*  Artd x f  one 
f i n d s  tha t  r -ne~  aze Ltzrking places Box f sPse  
d o c t r i n e ,  &2en  2s i t  n o t  e n t i r e l y  i n  order t o  
draw a z t e a t - i ~ ~ ~ g  ta i t?  I f  E kind char T have 
wade a mistake,  is i t  co t  my d u t y  t o  s a y  say  
Is t h a t  disr.~c.;bor,~b 9c? No, it is rPne hones ty  
God requiz-,; *J* 3s ,* 

And ~ P I ~ P ?  i t  i s  :trgtre 1 rharr i t  ~ $ 1 4  be so g l s r  - 
iaus  $o c - r ~ : r  rn;-rc?khex- and g a t  f:o bc rea l  many, 
Is thet SIL:; r=,'P 6 : ~ u : d  i& n o t  be jast t h e  opposLcci 
I f  we r e 3  i.ly wkZc agreed, t h e n  1 w o u l d  p~arnj SL 

myself m2ng gc~c~d Zhings; bug i f  we  arca -ofit 
agreed ,  th13;l 1; paalf become j u s t   he opgosiee  
wha$ we ali ~ i s f k *  

If we are not agreed,  then we are nor  e . ~ s d y  t o  
u n i t e ,  W e  ought to negotiate a g a i n  kake 
c a v e  of &hi-*sz Chings, A f t e r  we h a ~ e  uni ted  it 
is too Late, 'Cherefore I w i l l  h e a r t i l y  recom-- 
mend to $he S y ? ~ d  &hat organic  union bt not 
e f f e c t e d ,  but :&a& rge f irst  seek to cake care 
of t h e s e  snar ls ,  and then f 2rst t h i n k  of a 

f e d e r a t i o n ,  And there i s  sti.21 t i m e ,  'There is  
no h a s t e  witzh t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  When t h e y  say: 
I f  w e  d o n ' t  g e t  union n o w g  then i t  wi.1 h rl%ver 
b e ,  then  1 t h i n k  tha t  i t  does  n o t  show any f a i t h  
i n  what God's Word elark accomplish ,  

Rev, G ,  A. Gul l ixson :  

It has  been s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  ques t ion  of whether 
t h e r e  w i l l  be  a  d i v i s i o n  depends upon t h e  min- 
o r i t y .  J am e n t i r e l y  d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  t h i s .  The 
Synod has  been organized and has  agreed t o  s t a n d  
t o g e t h e r ,  It has  accep ted  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  
s a y s  t h a t  "ques t ions  of d o e t r i n e  and consc ience  
cannot  be  decided by m a j o r i t y  v o t e ,  b u t  a l o n e  
by God's Word and t h e  symbol ica l  books of  o u r  
church."' But now i t  appears  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  
i n  s p i t e  of a l l  t h a t  we have been a b l e  t o  do,  
w i l l  v o t e  f o r  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  which i n c l u d e s  
a l s o  m a t t e r s  of d o c t r i n e  and - f o r  m e  - m a t t e r s  
of consc iencee  There fo re  i t  i s  n o t  r i g h t  t o  
s a y  t h a t  we who want t o  remain i n  $he  Norwegian 
Synod make d i v i s i o n ,  We have agreed t h a t  when 
i t  concerns  d o c t r i n e ,  then we w i l l  n o t  by major- 
i t y  f o r c e  anyone away from t h e  s t a n d  he  h a s  t aken  
and i n t o  something e l s e ,  That  i s  what i s  now 
t h r e a t e n e d ,  I w i l l  beg t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  do n o t  v o t e  
f o r  t h i s  mot ion,  bu t  d e a l  r i g h t e o u s l y  w i t h  u s  i n  
keeping w i t h  t h e  agreement t h a t  we a l l  have 
accep ted .  Do no t  b r e a k  i t :  

Reso lu t ion  in t roduced  by P a s t o r  N, Bde and moved 
by him: 

The Church Council  i s  charged w i t h  s e e i n g  t o  it 
t h a t  a l l  t h e  Synod's o f f i c e r s ,  m i n i s t e r s ,  and 
p r o f e s s o r s  l o y a l l y  l i v e  up t o  t h e  Syncd's  and 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  d i s t r i c t ' s  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  

P a s t o r  N ,  Bde: 

The purpose  of t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  t h a t  w e  must 
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accep ted .  Do no t  b r e a k  i t :  

Reso lu t ion  in t roduced  by P a s t o r  N, Bde and moved 
by him: 

The Church Council  i s  charged w i t h  s e e i n g  t o  it 
t h a t  a l l  t h e  Synod's o f f i c e r s ,  m i n i s t e r s ,  and 
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t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  d i s t r i c t ' s  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  

P a s t o r  N ,  Bde: 

The purpose  of t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  t h a t  w e  must 



be aBSowed t o  work i-11 peace, and t k i a i  : i;? 

Church Council shall see k e  i r  Cfaa"kbi4e xesolu- 
t i o n s  %ha& are passed are carried o u t  by each 
and every  one among u s ,  

Pastor I, B ,  T o ~ r i s f ~ n :  

You, of course, r ~ n d e r s t a n d  what e k i s  r e s o l u t i o n  
means, Ve are go b e  oblfged ant1 cafmpelled t o  
keep s"Eil3i 

I have a d e c l z r a t  i s r - a  here which was cc~nnposed 
by the M i n o r i L v  .!ask aigh6- I& %s signed by I d & ,  
The  coaxamiktec agreed that i f  it becane necessary, 
t h i s  declaration should be  p resen ted  as from ehe 
Niincsrity: 

Whereas t h e  proposed C o n s t k t u t i ~ ~ n  Pot: the 
amalgamated chrarch body,  which s h a l l  be 
knom by the  name s f  The Horwegiaw I,aee$%eran 
Church i n  h e w i e a ,  has been adopted ar t h i s  
meet ing,  and 

ii%ereas - r represents a dec ided  devia t ion  
front &he confessional Lutheran pos i t ion  wPn-  
t a ined  h i t h e r t o  by the Nsmegian Synod, and 

mereas i t  i s  resolved to gut  the union i n t o  
e f fec t  without the least regard fo r  the de- 
mand fox  cChnges i n  specified i n  a 
r e s o l u t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  by Pas tor  1. B e  T ~ r r i s ~ n  
F r i d a y  morning, and 

mereas t h e  consciences of the Minority have 
thereby been outraged, cont ra ry  ts the synod's 
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  Art. ,  5, Parag, 4 ,  

The Minori ty  hereby declares %ha%, unless 
these changes are granted,  S t  cannot enter 
into t h e  new church  body, but is  forced to 
mainrain t h e  Synod, continue its work and 
guard i t s  in teres ts ,  

I n  Sioux Falls t h e  Synod e l e c t e d  a  so--called 
Peace Committee of s i x  members from each s i d e .  
But t h e  members of t h i s  committee, r e p r e s e n t i n g  
t h e  M a j o r i t y ,  have refused t o  d e l i b e r a t e  con- 
ce rn ing  t h a t  which causes  t h e  t r o u b l e .  

(The members r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  M a j o r i t y  had r e f u s e d  
t o  a l l o w  Opgjdr t o  be  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  meet ing of 
t h e  Peace ~ o r n m i t t e e .  A .M.H.) 

Reso lu t ion  proposed by P a s t o r s  H e  E .  Baalson and 
H .  M ,  Gunderson (Both of t h e s e  p a s t o r s  were on 
t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  P l a j o r i t y , ) :  

The Synod h a s  now reso lved  t h a t  t h e  union of  t h e  
c o n f e r r i n g  church bod ies  s h a l l  t a k e  p l a c e .  

Reso lu t ion :  Since  t h e r e  i s  a  Minor i ty  t h a t  can- 
n o t  go a long  i n  t h e  un ion ,  t h e  Norwegian Synod 
r e q u e s t s  t h e  c o n f e r r i n g  church bod ies  a t  t h e i r  
annual  convent ions  i n  1916 t o  make t h e  neces- 
s a r y  l i t t l e  changes i n  ~ p g j d r ,  a s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  
t h e  s u b s t i t u t e  r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  M i n o r i t y ,  s o  
t h a t  t h e  whole Synod may go a long  i n  t h e  union 
and the reby  a d i v i s i o n  s h a l l  be avoided.  

By r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h i s  r e q u e s t  is t o  be s e n t  t o  
t h e  c o n f e r r i n g  church bod ies .  

Reso lu t ion  proposed by Rev, J ,  E ,  Jorgenson:  

Resolved t h a t  P a s t o r  Bde i s  reques ted  t o  with- 
draw h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  upon t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  
Pas tor  T o r r i s o n  withdraw t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  read 
Ey h im,  s i n c e  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  was 
occasioned by t h e  former ,  

Both of  t h e s e  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  J o r g e n s a n ' s  and BaaPson- 
G u n d e r s o n ' ~ ~  were l a i d  on t h e  t a b l e .  I3devs was 
accep ted ,  
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P r e s i d e n t  W, @, Seub w a s  taken s i c k  d u r i n g  the 
conven t ion  and had to be h o s p i t a l i z e d ,  The V i c e  
P r e s i d e n t ,  Ce K ,  Preus, took over the chairmanship  
a t  t h e  Convention on Tuesday, June 23,  B r ,  Stub's 
c o n d i t i o n  w a s  cons ide red  very c r i t i ca l  f o r  a longer 
period of time, By July 29th, t he  r e p o r t s  received 
w e r e  more ertcouragf ng 

District President  0, P ,  Vangsness erne t o  Mi-nneap- 
o l i s  for the C~nventi9~%t, bu t  w a s  taken s i c k  upan 
arrival and had to be hospi ta l ized ,  H e  underwent 
two o p e r a t i o n s ,  but  d i e d  s n  Nay 31, 

Rev, Thomas Nidssan died on Jane 1, 1916, 

The above is a report of only a smzll number o f  
t h e  speeches  made i n  the mak&er of the union ,  bath 
for and against, at t h e  Convention i n  1916, W e  
have sought t o  p resen t  ehe  m o s t  impor tan t  meters  
as w e  saw them from t h e  Sgwnsdical Repor t ,  Enough 
h a s  h e r e  been reported,  w e  b e l i e v e ,  t o  show t h e  
imposs ib le  s i t w t i o n  t h a t  t he  M i n o r i t y  faced a t  
t h i s  canvention, The merges was t o  be  f o r c e d  
through,  came whaz would, The N i n o r i t y ,  though 
i t  had t r u t h  and jrlstfce on i t s  s i d e ,  could  not  
s t o p  t he  s team ro l le r  t s ~ ~ ~ a r d  union, which indeed 
took place t h e  fallowing year - 1919, 

W e  append ehe f s l l a w i n g  r e p o r t  concerning the  f a t e  
of  t h e  Peace Coraittee whir& was e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  Con-, 
v e n t i s n  of t h e  Synod i n  Sioux F a l l s  i n  1914 f o r  the 
purpose of rest-axing peace between t h e  Majoricy and 
t h e  Minoriey i n  t h e  Synod, 

The Peace C o r n i t t e e  

The Peace  Gomi&tee m e t  February 22 and 23,  191.5, 
This committee consis ted of s i x  men from each s i d e :  
M a j o r i t y  and Minority, A r e p o r t  o f  t h e  meet ing 
a p p e a r s  i n  Ehe 1916 Synodical  Repor t ,  gages $37-148, 

Nothing i s  s a i d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  coraceribing a n y  
d i s c u s s i o n  of which was t h e  cause r>f  t h e  
disagreennent between t h e  two p a r t i e s .  I n  'Ti1 
Ret ledn ing  og Forsvar , "  No, 3 ,  pages 23-27,  we 
have a r e p o r t ,  w r i t t e n  by P r o f ,  0 ,  E a Brandt . He 
s a y s  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  meet ing of t h i s  committee be- 
came a l s o  i t s  l a s t ,  a t  l e a s t  up  till t h e  t ime of 
h i s  w r i t i n g ;  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  members o f  t h e  c o r m i t t e e  
d e p a r t e d  from each o t h e r  wi thou t  having accomplished 
any th ing .  And why n o t ?  Because t h e  m a j o r i t y  mem- 
b e r s  r e f u s e d  t o  d i s c u s s  0pg jd r  and t h e  o b j e c t i o n s  
of t h e  Minor i ty  t o  i t .  The v e r y  m a t t e r  t h a t  caused 
t h e  t r o u b l e  i n  t h e  Synod - namely o p g j d r  - could 
n o t  be d i s c u s s e d .  Why n o t ?  Because Opgjhr- had 
been a c c e p t e d ,  once and f o r  a l l ,  by t h e  Synod, 
a lmost  unanimously i n  1912,  There fo re  t h e  m a t t e r  
was s e t t l e d  and Opgjbr could  n o t  be t aken  up aga in  
f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  

The m i n o r i t y  members asked f o r  a  new meet ing;  h u t  
t h e  m a j o r i t y  members s a i d  No. 

P r o f .  Brandt adds:  W e  can do n o t h i n g  e l s e  than  t o  
lament t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  men t h a t  t a k e  t h e  l e a d  i n  
b r i n g i n g  about  peace and u n i t y  w i t h  o t h e r  church 
b o d i e s  do n o t  f u l f i l l  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  they  have 
rece ived  t o  r e s t o r e  peace and u n i t y  i n  t h e i r  own 
church body, 

Also ,  w e  h e r e  append a r e p o r t  of  t h e  1916 Can- 
v e n t i o n  a s  drawn up by a committee of  t h e  Min- 
o r i t y ,  T h i s  committee had been e l e c t e d  f o r  
t h i s  purpose  by a  gathering of m i n o r i t y  peop le  
b e f o r e  d e p a r t u r e  from Minneapol is ,  (From "'Ti1 
Re t l edn ing  og Forsvar , "  a r e l i g i o u s  j ou rna l  
pub l i shed  semi-monthly, No, 2 o f  1916,  where 
an Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  of i t  a p p e a r s  on pages 
26 - 3 2 , )  
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Introdbaetoz y n errlark BeEor,e the  Suncd m e m b e r > .  
l e f t  Minneapol is ,  a larg- ga the r ing  of Minority 
peop le  e l e c t e d  a commicsee t o  p u b l i s h  review c ~ f  
t h e  Synod mee"ting dc:d t h e  s i t i l a t ' i s n  wjlich i t  has  
c r e a t e d ,  

T h i s  t a s k  rhe  committee h a s  f r i 2 d  to  pen-for.rxi I:, 
t h i s  c i r c u l a r :  

ScarceZy has  c;hixrxch meetang been a n t i c  ipated 
wi th  more suspense  by Norwegian Lutheran church 
people  i n  America than  t h e  s p e c i a l  meet ing of t h e  
Norwegian Synod a t  NinneapoPis May 1 8  -25,  1.916, 

N e i t h e r  h a s  t h e r e  a p p a r e n t l y  been gredeer sus-- 
?ense after any o t h e r  church  meet ing.  Riglltljv has 
it been c a l l e d  "a h i s t o r i c  meet ing,  one of the most 
impor tan t  i f  n o t  t h e  most impor tan t  sf a l l  church  
meet ings  h e l d  by o u r  people  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y e f g  

There have,  t o  be s u r e ,  appeared mare o p  less 
d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  p roceed ings  i n  v a r i o u s  
newspapers;  bu t  it is n o t  e a s y  t o  form from t h e s e  
a r t i c l e s  a complete and t r u e  p i c t u r e  o f  what i n -  
fo rmat ion  concern ing  t h a t  which gives t o  this 
m e e t i n g  so g r e a t  a n  importance, 

P 
F i r s t  i n  importance ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  come t h e  far- 

r e a c h i n g  resolrations i n  the matter of union. 

The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  Synod meet ing adop ted  t h e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  for t h e  contemplated new church body 
and bound themselves  t o  u n i t e  w i t h  it. 

The meet ing d e c l a r e d  t h a t  i n  c a s e  Hauge's Synod 
r e f u s e d  t o  go a l o n g ,  t h e  Synod would n e v e r t h e l e s s  
u n i t e  w i t h  t h e  Uni ted  Church t o  form a  new organ i -  
z a t  i o n .  

Yurther7more, t h e  Major i ty  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  Church 
Council  t o  t a k e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s t e p s  t o  b r i n g  about  
t h i s  union,  t o  t r a n s l - e r  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a n d ,  i f  nee- 
e s s a r y ,  t o  g e t  t h e  Synod's  c h a r t e r  changed s o  t h a t  
" i ts  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  might be put  beyond 
q u e s t i o n .  " 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  we must a s k :  Did t h e  Synod do 
r i g h t  i n  t a k i n g  t h e s e  s t e p s  a t  a  s p e c i a l  or e x t r a o r d -  
i n a r y  m e e t i n g ?  

The Synod's  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  a  solemn compact 
between i t s  members and p r e s c r i b e s  under  what con- 
d i t i o n s  t h e y  s h a l l  work t o g e t h e r  w i t h i n  i t .  

In  o r d e r  t o  h i n d e r  any h a s t y  s t e p  and t o  p r o t e c t  
i t s e l f  from v i o i a t i o n  by a temporary o r  chance min- 
o r i t y  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  i t  can n o t  be 
changed excep t  a t  t w o  r e g u l a r  Synod m e e t i n g s .  

But t h e  Synod meet ing a t  Minneapolis  was n o t  a 
r e g u l a r  meet ing;  it w a s  a  s p e c i a l  meet ing.  And i n  
s p i t e  o f  t h i s  f a c t  t h i s  n o t - r e g u l a r  Synod meet ing 
t a k e s  a c t i o n  which means much more and i s  f a r  more 
important  t h a n  t o  v o t e  a  s i n g l e  change i n  t h e  
Synod's  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  By a d o p t i n g  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
f o r  a new church body and b i n d i n g  i t s e l f  t o  rnprge 
wi th  i t ,  and by a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  changing o f  t h e  
Synod c h a r t e r ,  t h e  Synod meet ing h a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
done what is  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  making t h e  g r e a t e s t  
p o s s i b l e  changes i n  t h e  Synod 's own c o n s t i t u t i o n .  
I t  has  v i r t u a l l y  pronounced t h e  d e a t h  s e n t e n c e  
upon i - t s  own c o n s t i t u t i o n .  

Even though t h e  Major i ty  may con tend ,  t h a t  t h e  
Synod accord ing  t o  t h e  s t a t e  law was n o t  bound t o  
f o l l o w  the  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  and 
have two r e g u l a r  meet ings  t o  e f f e c t  s o  f a r - r e a c h i n g  
a  change,  such a  procedure  must n e v e r t h e l e s s  accord-  
i n g  t o  moral  law and church p r a c t i c e ,  be  c a l l e d  a  
b r e a c h  o f  f a i  t h  . 
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What made tkis meeTing so s ign i f i can t  i s ,  i n  the 
second place, t h e  fact %ha-t a l a r g e  aPlinority r e f u s e d  
to be a party to &he union an the present b a s k ,  

Even Before the m a t i a n  f o r  t h e  adoption o f  t h e  
new constitution was vote6 upon, t h i s  m i n o r i t y  
through Revmend I .  B.  Tas*riscsn, pmsented  the fol- 
lowing subs t i  t u t d  : 

Whereas, s Lzrge miiLoi.ity i n  t h e  Synoo, cf which 
t h e  undersigned. ape a. p a r t ,  can not for The sake r:k 
t h e i r  soascienees ba a parsy t o  t h e  union, be f a~e  
"Opgjdrw (rhe Maoisorr "Agr*eeri~ent" o i  1912)  i s  car- 
ree ted  si:, that F-;,aczgr.aph I 2nd the ~t3t3pds tgar:ceptarnc;c: - - - 
or" - Iannamme 1-se el _ Z E  -,! i n  Pariagraph % be el-j~~ina-t c:d . 
and the ~efen%er:g*e ir Pdrag~&p&t 3 ta --the Formula 02 
Concord, Art-ic1.c XB , tt: ea.i-ertd2d se: as to yead 
Paragraphs 1- - -28, 

~ n d  i n  1913 t h e  "OpgjqJr" Committee o f  the S y n o d  
agreed  t o  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  by D r .  Y lv i saker  which 
has  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t o  s a y  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  exprcs -  
s i o n  i n  Paragraph 4 : 

"This t h e s i s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  ve ry  mis lead ing  ( t o  s a y  
n o t h i n g  o f  i t s  b e i n g  a c t u a l l y  i n c o r r e c t ) .  I t  seems 
t o  g i v e  room f o r  a  good d e a l  o f  s y n e r a i s m e f '  

d s 

t he  ~ndfixc~ j g,fii 3 ~eiir.d.pd C, i ;~- i~ 1 i. 'ill SyLncd 
as u n a v ~ i d a b l c  i:-~Ple;wi.;t , siihniit  t k k  follobring ~rer,: 
l u t i o n  : lkle ~ r ~ ~ ~ ~ : L J <  -*JJ 3- c x : ; i - L * >  2s 2 , ; ~  Uxi i - i - e~c j  C~11~i-c.i~ 3nd 
t h e  Hauge ' s :;y~bii, i.i por;ii..le 3t i.ki s~ .ch i r ,  -. 

I 

y e a r l y  rneetlngL, I . .  i.grsee LO tirrsa clxc.i~igi.s in "C,,,-.; ..; 
and t h e  ccbr t . s ~ ~ ~ : ~ .  J L* I ,,:E c i,. B*F~3-fr- &. . "3- 2 g g g  1 : ~ -  1%~ - w? 

. < tion s u l , m i t t i  J i -..,e c - 2  5 ' 2 i l  ? ' ~ ~ ~ ; . * j & ; 9 ~ )  - + 6~ c 3 :- 

T h a t t h e  ado2 t-..: LL c:,~~~sti-puti_e%i - ~ 2 2 + ~ ? P 4  , 

postpcsnee U X I - L L ~ ~  i i p - " ~  i:, E P ~ B P ~ : ~ ~  e I '  

1-t; was empha:; ;2";cF %pa.:;- Tile  a b ~ v e  ~ p e . i , : f i ~ d  tS;a,xvi-' 
i n  "OpgjQr" was (.i:e ,erg .least that the Minoraity 
could be sat 1.a;ii.e~; ~wirt;; Tar $.a t h e ~ ~ e  poiri-cs "'Op:;5$~" 
deviates E i ~ m  %he d,crpir,e or Scx?-)ipt~re and. -h he rt 
epan c3onfessioria4 trrl %ings ,  Unless t h e  SE r:-i riX>gr.,. 
were made, t t : e l > ~ " ~ i o ~ . e ~  t h e  Ml~ioe;j$y ccj;.,llrl * r  5 i i g i  

i n t o  t h e  new e h r * ~ - c h .  I-.r;dy ~ r i k h  c2eas c:au$c3en4cee. 

And i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p a r e n t h e s i s  i n  P a r a g r a p h - 3  
i s  a  w e l l  known f a c t  t h a t  it was p r e c i s e l y  t h e  

t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  A r t i c l e  X I  o f  t h e  Formula o f  Con- 
cord  which caused t h e  "Opgj6r" Committee g r e a t  d i f f i -  
c u l t y .  The members from t h e  Uni ted  Church main ta ined  
t h a t  t h e  A r t i c l e  has  t h e  b roader  concep t ion  o f  e l e c -  
t i o n  which i n  s u b s t a n c e  cor responds  t o  God's un ive r -  
s a l  p l a n  o f  s a l v a t i o n  ( i n  t h i s  way some have,  as i s  
w e l l  known, t r i e d  t o  i n j e c t  t h e  " i n t u i t u  f i d e i "  

T h e ~ e  w a s  .., ~ ~ ~ x ~ e o t l f ~ l x ~ ~  every reasax1 to hupe tkl,dd 

t he  l l a j o ~ i t y  wwLd dgxBee e o  demanld these C O P Y " ~ ~ ; G ~ L \ , S ~  - 
For  Dr, S t ~ b  declared i n  1912 t h a ~ :  Eapag~vaph b stiyl~t 
to be strickcii r t c a u s t  according to its clopdin;: "i? 
binds The e u r ~ s c  ienca;s - f htrrde s t r"y7c-i~ f o rd2  den -- 
efter ordlijr:r~ :" ;iliggi.? baarld. pas -ar,i:.i ?-tip!:~ de rw  . "/ 

d o c t r i n e  i n t o  t h e  Formula o f  Concord).  The Synod 
Committee, on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  A r t i -  
c l e  has  t h e  narrower  and r e a l  e l e c t i o n  concep t ,  The 
Synod i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  expressed  i n  t h e s i s  3 i t s e l f ,  
whereas t h e  United Church 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  i n d i -  
c a t e d  i n  t h e  p a r e n t h e s i s  w i t h  i t s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
Paragraphs  10--20 o f  t h e  A r t i c l e .  Only by ex tend ing  
t h e  r e f e r e n c e  s o  a s  t o  r e a d  Paragraphs  1--20,  w i l l  
t h e  t h e s i s  and t h e  p a r e n t h e s i s  co r respond .  

But t h e  hope t-hat f o r  t h e  above r e a s o n s  t h e  Major- 
i t y  would a g r e e  t o  t h e s e  c o r r e c t i o n s  f a i l e d  t o  mater-  
i a l i z e .  The M i n o r i t y ' s  motion was t a b l e d .  

Even when a couple  o f  M a j o r i t y  m i n i s t e r s  i n  a  
l a t e r  s e s s i o n  pleaded wi th  t h e  Synod t o  o b l i g e  t h e  
Minor i ty  by making t h e  r e q u i r e d  changes ,  this, too, 
was refused. 

On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  the new 
church body was adopted.  There was ve ry  l i t t l e  op- 
p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r e s e n t  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  i t .  Never the less  
a t t e n t i o n  was c a l l e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  new con- 
s t i t u t i o n  l a c k s  t h e  important  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Synod 
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  namely, t h a t  t h e  church body h a s  on ly  
a d v i s o r y  powers over  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  
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i n t o  t h e  new e h r * ~ - c h .  I-.r;dy ~ r i k h  c2eas c:au$c3en4cee. 
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t he  l l a j o ~ i t y  wwLd dgxBee e o  demanld these C O P Y " ~ ~ ; G ~ L \ , S ~  - 
For  Dr, S t ~ b  declared i n  1912 t h a ~ :  Eapag~vaph b stiyl~t 
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d o c t r i n e  i n t o  t h e  Formula o f  Concord).  The Synod 
Committee, on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  A r t i -  
c l e  has  t h e  narrower  and r e a l  e l e c t i o n  concep t ,  The 
Synod i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  expressed  i n  t h e s i s  3 i t s e l f ,  
whereas t h e  United Church 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  i n d i -  
c a t e d  i n  t h e  p a r e n t h e s i s  w i t h  i t s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
Paragraphs  10--20 o f  t h e  A r t i c l e .  Only by ex tend ing  
t h e  r e f e r e n c e  s o  a s  t o  r e a d  Paragraphs  1--20,  w i l l  
t h e  t h e s i s  and t h e  p a r e n t h e s i s  co r respond .  

But t h e  hope t-hat f o r  t h e  above r e a s o n s  t h e  Major- 
i t y  would a g r e e  t o  t h e s e  c o r r e c t i o n s  f a i l e d  t o  mater-  
i a l i z e .  The M i n o r i t y ' s  motion was t a b l e d .  

Even when a couple  o f  M a j o r i t y  m i n i s t e r s  i n  a  
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When t h e  Urlited Chur-h i:i 1890 omitted - L ~ ~ L ~  

provis ion  from x i s  cons ~ x t u t  k o i l ,  f l>.z?ie ;si. Laur . 
Larsen d e c l a ~ e d  i n  "Kirke tidende" t h a t  L t  had 
thereby  s a c r i f i c e d  the liberey c i f  $Be csragk-ega- 
trions m the a l t a r  trf unitjaw ((~t., 103iiz p, 459) 
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The Syr,:>d Meetirlg 2-t Minneapiri : >  2 G q x i 6 , p - ~ j  

a l s o  on acco~ln t  e ~ f  tk~z i*r,joriiryk ti?* - t .  %i; l l t  , y e ;  

and unLrot212r;l y ,~ae'chds ~ ~ ~ F O C ~ ~ U L T ~ S ,  

By way of  e x,f?p-i 2 mds be m e n  ~ l o d e d  . 
Legal ly  elected minorsi-ty de l ega t e s  &ere rc fuse?? 

s e a t s  and t h e  r i g h t  t o  f o r  reasons p' 2 i n l  y 
s o  untenable  t h a t  p a r t i s a n  f e e l i n g  alon-? can k l ~ v r .  

been t h e  determining f a e t o ~ ,  On t h e  contxtagy r s  
s p i t e  o f  p r o t e s t s ,  a Major i ty  m i n i s t w  was a~.lowe: 
t o  c a s t  h i s  vo te  before  h i s  congregation was s2- 
mi t t ed  t o  t h e  Synod, 

On all. committees of importance ma jo r i t y  men 
exc lu s ive ly  were e l e c t e d  by t h e  meeting. 

The consc ien t ious  s c r u p l e s  o f  Minority men wey3e 
t r e a t e d  with  scorn  and t h e  men themselves were de- 
c l a r e d  t o  be unworthy of  confidence and were com- 
pared t o  ch i l d r en  who d i d  no t  know what t hey  
wanted 

To in t im ida t e  t h e  Minori ty  p a s t o r s  and profes- 
s o r s  who a r e  d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of t h e  Synod, 
t h e  Church Council was commissioned t o  s e e  t o  it 
t h a t  t hey  ab ide  by t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  of  t h e  Synod. 

Although t h e  Major i ty  would n o t  even ask t h e  
o t h e r  church bodies  t o  show cons ide ra t i on  f o r  t h e  
Minor i ty ' s  r eques t  f o r  changes i n  "Opgjdr ," t h e y  
adopted--without a l lowing  thorough discussion--  
such changes i n  t h e  A r t i c l e s  o f  Union a s  were no t  
p resen ted  i n  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  r e p o r t  and no t  ex- 
p r e s s l y  mentioned i n  t h e  announcement o f  t h e  pur- 
pose of t h e  meeting. 

A t  t h e  idst i>egular  meet in!; i r ~  19lQ t h e r e  was, 
a s  i s  well known, elected a Peace  C a m i t t e e  which 
was to t r y  t o  r: iel; tablish hiirinorly wi th i11  t h e  Synod. 
But t h e  Majdrity meirlbers of t h i s  committee re fused  
t o  :Ilsi.~iss t h a t  which cciusfjs t h e  d i b ~ a i ' d ,  And a t  
t h e  Synod Mei:tiiig t h e  Majority would no t  even hear 
t h e  complete r e p o r t  of t h i s  i i l ~ p o ~ l t a n t  cor r l~n i t t~e  . 

Fii.alJ.y, what made t h e  Synod Meeting so s i g n i f  i- 
cant  was t h e  firmness of p r i n c i p l e  and d i g n i f i e d  
bear ing  of t h e  Minority.  

In  t h e  Synod Cons t i t u t i on  A r t i c l e  V, Pdragraph 4 
we r ead :  "Quest ions  o f  doc t r i ne  and conscience can 
no t  be decided by mdjor i ty ,  but a lone by t h e  Word 
of God and t h e  symbolical  books o f  our  church." 

The Minority i s  t h e r e f o r e  e n t i r e l y  within i t s  
r i g h t s  when it maintains  t h a t  t h e  ma t t e r  of union-- 
which is p l a i n l y  a quest ion o f  d o c t r i n e  and con- 
s c i e n c e - - i s  no t  r e a l l y  decided b y  the Synod by the 
vote  of t h i s  meeting. For t h i s  reason ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
t h e  Minority presented t h e  fol lowing j o i n t  dec la -  
r 'a t  ion : 

Whereas, t h e  proposed c o n s t i t u t i o n  for t h e  amal-  
gamated church body, which i s  t o  be known a s  The 
Norwegian Lutheran Church of America, has h ~ e n  
adopted a t  t h e  meeting, 

and whereas "Opgjdr" r e p r e s e n t s  a  decided dev i -  
a t i o n  from t h e  confess iona l  Lutheran pos i t i on  
h i t h e r t o  maintained by t h e  Synod; 

d it is  decided t o  put t h e  union i n t o  e f f e c t  
wi thout  t h e  l e a s t  regard f o r  t h e  demand f o r  changes 
i n  "Gpgjdr" which a r e  s p e c i f i e d  i n  a r e s o l u t i o n  yre-  
sen ted  by Reverend I .  B.  Tor r i son ,  Fr iday morning, 
and as thereby t h e  consciences o f  t h e  minor i ty  have 
been outraged cont ra ry  t o  t h e  Synod Cons t i t u t i on ,  
A r t i c l e  V, Paragraph 4 ;  
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t h e  Minority hereby d e c l a r e s  t h a t  un l e s s  t h e s e  
changes a r e  g r an t ed ,  it can no t  go i n t o  t h e  new 
church body, bu t  i s  forced  t o  main ta in  t h e  Synod, 
con t inue  i t s  work and guard i ts  i n t e r e s t s , "  

When one t a k e s  t h i s  moderate and f i r m  d e c l a r a -  
t i o n  t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e  above quoted and wel l -  
grounded demand f o r  changes i n  "0pgj6r3" it t r u l y  
seems s t r ange  t h a t  brethren i n  the church skbepu.fd 
not take t h e m  into consideration a t  alle 

It w i l l  no t  do any more t o  pu t  f o r t h  t h e  excuse 
t h a t  t h e  "Minority does  no t  know what it wants,  
i t s e l f s '  or t h a t  .it is n o t  agreed wi th in  i x s e l f .  

I n  view of $ - h i s  clear d e c l a r a t i o n  it will pre-  
sumably no l onge r  be sa id  t h a t  " the  Minority w i l l  
make g r e a t e r  and g r e a t e r  demands t h e  mope concas- 
s i o n s  we make t o  them" s-r t h a t  " there  i s  no guar-  
an t ee  t h a t  t h e  Minority w i l l  go i n t o  t h e  union 
even though w e  make t hose  changes i n  '10pgjc4r,tt 

Now can t h e  Major i ty  any l onge r  j u s t l y  advance 
t h e  excuse that  '?in o rde r  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  Minori ty ,  
t h e  doc t r ) l na l  d i s cus s ions  wi th  t h e  a t  h e r  church 
bodies  would have t o  be -reopened from t h e  begin- 
ning."  For t h e  demands o f  t h e  Minoriry are q u i t e  
d e f i n i t e ,  s imple ,  and c l e a r .  

But some ma) perhaps openly say  t h a t  t h e  Minor- 
i t y  is s o  smal l  and  insignificant t h a t  no c o ~ j s i d e r -  
a t i o n  need be given to i t s  wishes ,  

Such language ought no t  be heard i n  a church 
where ba th  t h e  Word of God and t h e  c o n s t i t u ~ i o n  
p r o t e c t  t h e  conscience o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  I n  t h e  
church where an Athanasilis and a Luther could starad 
alone with God a g a i n s t  . i-9 whole world,  men shotllc: 
be weighed ~'a"il'l;~er t h a ~  com+ed. 

Besides ,  it must be s a i d  ehat t h e  Ma jo r i t y ' s  
number o f  vo t e s  a t  t h e  meeting does not  ~ ~ e a l l y  
r ep r e sen t  i t s  predominance i n  t h e  Syn.:l2 <"s a whole. 
When one counts  t h e  e n t i r e  Synod machinepY ,,r:d has 

the supporlt o f  nearly a11  i t s  officer::----when one 
has  two de l ega t e s  from each of  a g r e a t  number o f  
smal l  congregat ions---when some n i i n i s t e r s  br. irlg 
more than  two l a y  d e l e g a t e s ,  whereas t h e  ccjr;stitu- 
t i o n  p rov ides  f o r  only two troni each char.ge- --when 
some corlgregat i o n s  r epud i a t e  r ep r e sen t  a t  i v e s  who 
according t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  had a rbight t o  v o t e ,  
simply because t hey  voted wi th  t h e  Minority a t  t h e  
l a s t  r e g u l a r  Synod Meeting--then it i s  no t  so hard 
t o  secure  a Major i ty  o f  t h e  vo t e s .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand: Even i f  t h e  Minou>ity were 
q u i t e  small i n  number, one ought no t  break t h e  t i e s  
o f  brotherhood through which f o r  many yea r s  God has 
un i t ed  us  by a common f a i t h  and purpose,  i n  o rde r  
t o  e n t e r  a union which God has  no t  commanded, 

And even a t  t h e  meeting where such s t r o n g  pub l i c  
sent iment  f o r  union had been worked up t h e  Minority 
was not so s m a l l  a f t e r  a l l ,  Not l e s s  t han  103 pas-  
t o r s  and 100 l a y  d e l e g a t e s  voted a g a i n s t  t h e  new 
c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  Of t h e  21 p a s t o r s  and 8 r ep re sen t a -  
t l ives who d i d  no t  vo t e ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  number c e r t a i n l y  
sympathize wi th  t h e  Minori ty .  When one adds t o  t h i s  
number t h e  p r e s iden t  of Luther Col lege ,  t h e  p r e s i -  
dent  of Lutheran Normal School,  and t h r e e  of t h e  
t h e o l o g i c a l  p r o f e s s o r s ,  t o g e t h e r  wi th  o t h e r  t e a c h e r s  
and p a s t o r s  who have no vo t e  but of whose pc)s i t ion 
on t h e  ques t ion  of union t h e r e  is  no doubt--one f i n d s  
t h a t  t h e  Minority comprised a p a r t y  o f  q u i t e  a con- 
s i d e r a b l e  s i z e .  

I f  one t hen  would i n v e s t i g a t e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
throughout t h e  Synod one would be s u r e  t o  f i n d  
f r i e n d s  of t h e  Minority i n  most of t h e  congrega- 
t i o n s  who t ake  p a r t  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  
o u r  church.  These minor i ty  people w i l l  s u r e l y  f i n d  
a way t o  a s s e r t  t h e i r  r i g h t s  o f  conscience when an  
a t tempt  i s  made t o  take them out of t h e  S p o d  and 
i n t o  a union without un_i t y ,  They axle men and women 
who a r e  ready t o  rn&e s a c r i f i c e s  for t h ~ i u '  corlvic- 
"e oris. God be t h a n k  < d ,  t h e w  ar.6: c-l. i f l  i n  t h e  
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sympathize wi th  t h e  Minori ty .  When one adds t o  t h i s  
number t h e  p r e s iden t  of Luther Col lege ,  t h e  p r e s i -  
dent  of Lutheran Normal School,  and t h r e e  of t h e  
t h e o l o g i c a l  p r o f e s s o r s ,  t o g e t h e r  wi th  o t h e r  t e a c h e r s  
and p a s t o r s  who have no vo t e  but of whose pc)s i t ion 
on t h e  ques t ion  of union t h e r e  is  no doubt--one f i n d s  
t h a t  t h e  Minority comprised a p a r t y  o f  q u i t e  a con- 
s i d e r a b l e  s i z e .  

I f  one t hen  would i n v e s t i g a t e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
throughout t h e  Synod one would be s u r e  t o  f i n d  
f r i e n d s  of t h e  Minority i n  most of t h e  congrega- 
t i o n s  who t ake  p a r t  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  
o u r  church.  These minor i ty  people w i l l  s u r e l y  f i n d  
a way t o  a s s e r t  t h e i r  r i g h t s  o f  conscience when an  
a t tempt  i s  made t o  take them out of t h e  S p o d  and 
i n t o  a union without un_i t y ,  They axle men and women 
who a r e  ready t o  rn&e s a c r i f i c e s  for t h ~ i u '  corlvic- 
"e oris. God be t h a n k  < d ,  t h e w  ar.6: c-l. i f l  i n  t h e  



Norwegian Synod p e f t j p ? ~  of lBtFje s p i r i t  which is 
ready  t o  suf fey mart yrt+rm, l' 

On t h e  one side, s t a n d s  a ~ t? . : v iu te  majo~zty 
which r ega rds  t h e  union ques t i on  as se t t l ed ,  It 
has  i n  i t s  i,cisL;e:,:,l,>a ne(ar-ly a 1  i, ti]: of fir.^? o f  

t h e  Sy~iod drid c ora cr.t.,~ :, i t;i-: cliurcil i j ~ ~ i ~ c ,  ri.; , 0 i r d ~  i rij: 
by i t s  methods a t  tilt: Synod Mce Ling wc* cali not h u t  
f e a r  t h a t  it: w i l d  use i t s  power to pu.': t h e  uni.orr 
i n t o  e f t e c t  wi thout  due br3otherl.y considera-t irxt  , 

On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  s t ands  ~ s ,  eonside~asth!.r' and 
e q u a l l y  r e s o l u t e  Minori ty ,  It can no t  w i t h  a clear  
conscience go i n t o  t h e  new (21ttrr'c.ii body 2: !i?,.e *F;P 

demanded correct i ons  a r e  made ;in t ht: doc t r .i r laJ. 
b a s i s ,  "Opgjdr . " The Minori ty  has neverk t.c-err : ; r l  

s t r o n g ?  sc, unanimous, s o  f i r m  as n o w .  MCarly wtio do 
no t  sha r e  i t s  view o f  "Opgjd,rtf sympathize wi th  it, 
because t hey  a r e  opposed t o  t h e  a u t o c r a t i c  au thor -  
i t y  which has  been given t o  t h e  Church Counci l  t o  
cow Minori ty  people ,  and because t h e y  wish t o  pro- 
t e c t  ou r  f ree-church p r i n c i p l e s  and freedom o f  con- 
s c i ence  a g a i n s t  a l l  coerc ion  and a l l  i n j u s t i c e .  

Even w i th in  t h e  Major i ty  it i s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  is s o  s e r i o u s  t h a t  something must be done. 
This  i s  ev iden t  from D r .  S t ub ' s  w r i t t e n  message t o  
t h e  meeting t h e  nex t  t o  t h e  l a s t  day.  He says  t h a t  
t o  him it i s  a s ac r ed  du ty  t o  b r i n g  about  negot ia -  
t i o n s  between t h e  t h r e e  church bodies  i n  r ega rd  t o  
t h e s e  t h i n g s .  

Our schools  and o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which we have 
founded and supported a t  a cons iderab le  s a c r i f i c e ,  
we must also mainta in  and guard,  as our  above 
quoted j o i n t  d e c l a r a t i o n  s t a t e s ,  

That a s p l i t  may be avoided i s  meanwhilz our 
e a r n e s t  pr ,ayer .  The o t h e r  church bodies  w i l l  now 
soon have t h e i r  meetings.  We do no t  know what 
w i l l  happen.. The Lord rubes .  

We s - t i l l  have our  Synod, Let us  do our7 work i n  
it and l e t  t h e  t r o u b l e  o f  each day be s u f f i c i e n t  
u n t o  i t  * 

If t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  cannot be removed, t h e r e  w i l l  
be enough congregat ions  which w i l l  remain i n  t h e  
Synod so t h a t  it w i l l  be a b l e  t o  l i v e  and a s s e r t  i t s  
grea-t p r i n c i p l e :  "The Word a lone  and Gaflace a lone ."  
No Synod r e s o l u t i o n  can f o r c e  a congregat ion o u t  
of t h e  Synod and i n t o  a new church body. That i s  a 
ma t t e r  which t h e  congregat ion a lone  can dec ide .  

The Lord make h i s  f a c e  t o  sh ine  upon our  dear 
Synod ! 

Respec t fu l l y ,  

The Minori ty  Committee 

-- Adolph M e  Wa~~s tad  

What ought  t h e  M i n o r i t y  d o  u n d e r  t h e  circumstances? 

Our answer i s  t h a t  we must t r y  t o  r i g h t  t h a t  which 
i s  wrong and i n  t h e  meantime con t inue  our  work i n  t h e  
Synod a s  h e r e t o f o r e .  Th i s  i s  our  p l a i n  du ty  and o u r  
r i g h t  accord ing  t o  t h e  Synod's c o n s t i t u t i o n .  
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C O R R E C T I O N S  

The a r t i c l e  on THE DOCTRINE OF THE MTLGHRPST 
Volume 22, # l  

Paragraph 15 ,  2nd l i n e  ... e x a c t l y  when an evo lu t i on  
would t ake  p lace .  But i t  is l i k e l y  t h a t  i t  would 
be  soon a f t e r  t h e  N.T. . . . . . 

Paragraph 103, 9 th  l i n e  ... The o f f i c e  inc ludes  a l l  
t h a t  t h e  Papacy is dec la red  t o  be and t h e  o f f i -  
c i a l  dec i s ions  t h a t  come from t h a t  o f f i c e ,  

The a r t i c l e  on THE LIFE,  THOUGHT, AND WORK OF 
JOHN HUSS Volume 21, #4 

Page 66 - 14 th  l i n e  should read:  "a t r a n s l a t i o n  
of"  no t  "tofP - 

Page 66 - Indented paragraph, "you ~ o d ' s  b lessed  
na t ion"  list "nations" 

Page 67 - Middle of page:: '%ear ca swan s i n g P f  
no t  "sang" 

Page 69 - 4th  l i n e  from bottom: "The fof. lawing 
a r e  t ene t s "  not  " tenents"  

Page 72 - Middle of page: "safe-conduct" 
no t  "self-conduct" 

Page 72  - 1 0 t h  l i n e  down i n  2nd paragraph: 
"des i r i ng  t o  p r e sen t  h i s  viewsff no t  "desireds' 




